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Fellowship applications closed this year on Friday 26th February, we are pleased to say that the response from Tasmania was great! Watch this space mid year for the announcement of the 2010 fellows. Don’t forget the presentations and annual dinner will be on Friday 20th August – put it in your diary now!
BBQ Sunday February 14th
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L to R Back row – President Terri, Annette R,  Pheroze, Annette D

L to R Front – Julie Hawkins (panel) George.
This event was held at Tolosa Park  and was enjoyed by the special group of fellows who were able to attend. Each year it seems to include the ‘regulars’ e.g. George Brown; and also fellows who haven’t been able to make the dinner in awhile – in this case,  Pheroze Jungalwalla and Annette Downs. Naturally partners and friends are also made very welcome.  Annette Roherer contributed the cake and those of us silly enough to be sick on the day (me!) managed to get their slice kept aside in the fridge for consumption at a later date, I am a great fan of Annette’s cake making!
	Out and About!    

Trevor Beard (1966 fellow) in April was seen enjoying a low salt meal prepared and served by Drysdale students. The lunches at $21 were low in total fat, saturated fat, sodium & sugar and will be served as a monthly special. This is an initiative Trevor spearheaded and at almost 90, he is a living testament to wise eating.     
Appearing in the social pages recently at Fullers Bookshop function was Phillip Thomson (1995 fellow), good to see medicos aim to be well read! Peter McQuillan (1987 fellow) a contributor to letters to the editor (mercury) keen to support container deposit legislation and hopefully curb litter around Tasmania.
Peter Cundall (1974 fellow) who is not afraid of a little media publicity has been busy with the new website launched in January ‘Our common Ground’ – an initiative intended to end the divisive politics related to forestry, Peter is not a member, rather a supporter. Peter was also part of the test case relating to the legality of a protest outside parliament.

A wonderful full page article in the examiner in February featuring Angela Driver (2007 fellow) in her 8th year as co-ordinator of Festivale entertainment.
Julia Fassina (2003 fellow) is now General Manager of Royal Life Saving Tasmania and has been seen keenly promoting water safety, particularly in regard to young children.

Jabra Latham (2006 fellow) sighted at the 60th anniversary of the city of Hobart Eisteddfod in February – a talented saxophonist, Jabra is consistently active in the music world and we hope to hear him performing for fellows shortly. Also on the music theme a fascinating initiative from Con Koukias (2004 fellow) who in late March 


 transported his audience on an intriguing journey involving double decker buses and limousines to three venues, the theme was the joys and challenges of sharing food and was entitled The Kitchen Table Rondo. This amazing initiative featured instrumental ensembles and singers, getting your mouth around not just food but music accompanying it.
Vale to Fellow Justice Henry Cosgrove who died on February 22nd. Justice Cosgrove was a 1970 fellow who made a significant impact within the Tasmanian legal profession.
Welcome to Chris Alliston 2006 SA fellow who has very sensibly moved to TAS and is keen to join our association.
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Extra Special News!


After 21 years together, Andrew Bishop and his partner Hilda Russell were married in an outdoor ceremony at Bells Parade, Latrobe during on 6th February.  Andrew wore a traditional Philippine barong tagalog and Hilda wore a traditional Philippine wedding gown imported from the Philippines.  Others in the bridal party also wore traditional clothing.  Hilda's Goddaughter and Andrew and Hilda's Godson were Maid of Honour and page boy respectively.  Friends and family adjourned to the nearby Axeman's Hall of Fame for an evening reception.  Andrew and Hilda honeymooned on Sonaisali Island in Fiji.
From the members of the Churchill Fellows association of Tasmania, every happiness and our best wishes to you both!
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Presidential Ponderings! 
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As 2010 slips by far too quickly for my liking, I’d like to draw you attention to some of the activities and events that will be creeping up on us before we know it.

Firstly, a quick report on the Winston Churchill Birthday Barbeque.  As you may remember we postponed the event due to severe weather in November.   On a much less blustery February day, an enthusiastic group of Fellows and friends gathered at Tolosa Park to chat about the past year and of course to partake in birthday cake.  The beautifully decorated and oh so delicious fruitcake seems to have become a drawcard to these events and I (and surely anyone who has been lucky enough to partake) would like to pass on my thanks to Annette Roehrer for her generosity in creating and making the much lauded cake.

I am pleased to advise that the first of our (hopefully continuing) series of short films about early Fellows has been completed and I look forward to ‘premiering’ it at the annual dinner.  In an effort to capture the invaluable stories of colleagues who have gone before, the Tasmanian Chapter is hoping to produce three-minute films about Fellows, their work and their contributions in order to create a lasting history.  Of course, such a project does not come cheaply and the committee and  I will be working to identify sponsorship opportunities to build a collection of films that can be accessed into the future.  If anyone has ideas on how we might raise sponsorship funds for this important project please do not hesitate to contact me.
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To the future. Thanks go to Gemma Webberly and Annette Downs who are working hard to put together another event to be held at Runnymede.  It promises to be an exciting event showcasing some of our most talented and passionate musical  Fellows.  Watch this space.

Of course, please remember to make space in your diaries for the annual dinner to be held on 20th August.  Our Secretary will be in touch in due course regarding your intention to attend.

This year also sees the National Convention to be held in Melbourne from 22 to 24 October.  More details are attached to this newsletter.  Please take a moment to peruse the calendar of events.  I have it in my diary and I hope Tasmanian Fellows consider attending as this year’s programme looks to be engaging and worthwhile.  Please contact me should you have any questions or queries regarding the convention. 
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In closing, I hope that I will see you at one of the planned events this year, but should you wish to contact me for any reason, please don’t hesitate to drop me a line at terri@uptomischief.com.au.

Cheers, Terri
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What’s been happening since your Churchill Fellowship?
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It is great to know that the work fellows do during their lifetime can also continue beyond this. You may have noticed a recent announcement in the media;

The Linton Kerber Memorial Scholarship 2010
Sport and Recreation Tasmania is pleased to offer a $5 000 scholarship to support the development of sport and recreation planning knowledge and expertise within Tasmania.

The scholarship recognises the need to increase sport and recreation planning capacity and skills in Tasmania. Effective planning is the key to the provision of facilities, environments, programs and services to increase participation in sport, recreation and physical activity.

The scholarship is open to any employee currently working in Tasmania who wishes to extend his or her professional learning in planning for sport and recreation.

This fellowship came about by the efforts of Linton’s colleagues in Sport & Rec to have his work receive long term acknowledgement.
Recently I spoke with Dr Ken Marriott, Managing Director, HM Leisure Planning Pty Ltd who runs the VET Diploma of Management (Recreation Planning) course that Linton completed in the 2007-8 period, sponsored by the Tasmanian Department of Sport and Recreation.  In Ken’s words “Linton was far and away the top student in the course”.
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Ken went on to say ”I am running the course again this year and given Linton's success the previous time the course was offered and, more importantly, his huge contribution to recreation planning in Tas., I decided that it would be a great idea to give an award to the top student in his name.  I have spoken with Linton's wife, Wendy, and she is in agreement.

I can now say I am proud to have been one of Linton's referees for his Churchill Fellowship as he had so much to offer everyone he came across and everyone he worked with.  Outside our training course association, I worked with Linton on a range of projects across Tasmania where he was the government rep and I was the contracted planning consultant, trainer or workshop leader.  He became a great friend and I always admired his ability to encourage, inspire, cheekily chastise and lead... as was needed.

My course begins next month and I expect it to conclude early in 2011.  It will be run in Melbourne but we expect to have several candidates from Tasmania”.

It is great to see the legacy that Linton has created.

Comment from Churchill House 
I have previously commented on what is being planned for the 50th Anniversary of the Trust which falls on 12 April 2015 and I promised I would keep you up to date.
This Anniversary is clearly a significant one and would be ideal for the release of an historical account of the Trust and what has been achieved for the benefit of Australia. By 2015, the Trust will have been in operation for 50 years and will have likely awarded over 4,000 Fellowships (now nearly 3,400). It is, therefore, timely that in 2015 a definitive history of the Trust should be published.
The Anniversary need not be celebrated on 12 April 2015. A more appropriate day in 2015 could be selected. For example, it might coincide with the release of the names of the 2015 Fellows. As well as the Anniversary being a milestone, there is also a responsibility for the Trust to ensure the history is well documented from a legacy perspective for the Australian people.

The history of the Churchill Trust is inarguably unique and is an account over a fifty year period of the topics and areas that were of most interest and concern to Australians for which Fellowships were then subsequently awarded. However, for the historical account to have wide appeal it must be more than a ‘victory’ lap of what has been achieved by individual Churchill Fellows and probably a thematic approach is more appropriate.
The primary purpose of the history is to obtain a sense of the stories of the Churchill Fellows and the impact the Fellowship has had on their lives and on Australia. The project could also capture the accounts of those who are not Churchill Fellows but who have played a pivotal and important role in the history of the Trust over a long period of time. This includes those who took part in the initial fund-raising campaign, those who served on the Board, those who served on selection panels and committees, and those who funded sponsored Fellowships and contributed financially to the Trust. The fortunes of the Trust from an investment, profile and future perspective could also be addressed.

An underpinning theme might be developed to make the account of the Trust’s history more appealing. For example, why has the Trust been such a successful institution from the time of the initial fund-raising to the present day? Suggested titles for the fifty year project include: 
· ‘Growing Australia; The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, 1965 to 2015’, or
· ‘A Success Story; The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, 1965 to 2015’.
Despite the impact of the electronic age, a hard copy book is probably still needed as the end product although a book is not the only method of chronicling the Trust’s history. Publication using the internet is gaining popularity, especially the developing ‘e-book’ format. This format has an appeal especially to younger Australians. The history (or an abbreviated version) could also be included on the Trust’s website although this would markedly reduce the potential for any hard copy sales.

Two books already exist which provide an excellent foundation for the fifty year history. Both books are by Margaret Auchmuty. The first is; ‘A Perpetual Trust: The Story of The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust Travelling Fellowships’. This book covers the first two decades spanning the formation and first years of the Churchill Trust. The second is; ‘Churchill Fellows of Australia 1966-1977’. This book provides an account of the Trust’s stewardship over the first 12 years of its operation by collating, classifying and analysing the study projects of the Churchill Fellows. A thematic approach has been taken in this book.

A number of discussions on how best to proceed with the project have been held with prominent historians as well as a number of journalists. 
There are two possible methods for writing of the history of the Trust. Firstly, to approach a publishing house to see if they are prepared to fund a professional historian to write the history, or secondly, for the Trust itself to fund an author to write the history. The first approach would probably see the history handled in such a way to achieve the best possible sales result. The cost to the Trust would be minimal. The second approach would see the control of the history remain with the Trust but the Trust would need to fund the project. However, unless the author is already established and well known a publishing house would be unlikely to fund an author to write the history of the Trust. 

The most likely option for the Trust is to engage a professional historian to write the history. The Trust would then have a manuscript for publication at the end of this process. This will involve the Trust advertising the project to seek expressions of interest from suitable professional historians/journalists/commercial authors. The project may also be of interest to a suitable Churchill Fellow. The greatest challenge for the Trust is to find the ‘right’ person. There is no doubt that the project would be very attractive for some, especially a younger professional historian who is seeking to enhance their profile.

It is unlikely that the history will result in a ‘best-seller’ and a print run of 3,000 would probably be the maximum. However, if books of this nature sell about 2,000 copies the project then becomes financially attractive for a commercial publisher. To ensure a publishing house is attracted to the proposal some guaranteed sales before publication would assist enormously. One strategy could be for the Trust itself to commit to a purchase of say 200 copies and if 800 Churchill Fellows also commit to purchasing the book, a guaranteed sale of 1,000 would probably be sufficient for a publishing house to undertake the editing and printing.

From a planning perspective the timings for this project are likely to be as follows:
1. 2010 – selection of the appropriate individual

2. November 2010 to June 2011 – observe selection procedures and the operation of the Trust and plan the project

3. 2012 – commence  writing
I would very much appreciate any suggestions from Churchill Fellows on what is proposed for this anniversary commemoration and how we are planning to approach this task. CFA’s may also have a view on how to celebrate this upcoming milestone.

Paul Tys

Chief Executive Officer

2010 Churchill Fellows 5th National Convention - Melbourne, Victoria

Friday 22nd October - Sunday 24th October
Please check out the attached brochure, the program looks excellent. From experience here in Tasmanian for the 2004 convention, a lot of work goes in to the planning & organisation. Let’s see if we can manage to have a Tasmanian contingent representing us in Melbourne.
Whilst registration is of course, a personal matter, if you do decide to go could you please let our secretary know so that we can ensure any fellow going on their own will know which Tasmanians will be there to link to, should they wish to catch up with them.
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