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Exciting milestone in 2007 

1090 applications have been received from all states and territories passing the 1000 milestone for the first time. Tasmania had its highest number too – 61 applications in total.  

It has only been surpassed by the number of applicants in the first year of the Trust (1965) when 1200 applied

This is a significant increase and goes to show that publicity and particularly word of mouth encouragement by previous fellows that gives confidence to many in our community to take a step forward and to aim high. 

Thank you to all association members who regularly spread the word about how being a Churchill Fellow has made a significant contribution in their life.
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Date for your Diary
It would seem that this year’s presentations and dinner will be on 

Friday August 10th

Please mark this in your diary now – further information will follow as details are available.
	 Message from the President 

Dear Fellows

Congratulations to all Fellows who encouraged someone to apply for a Churchill Fellowship, as the number of applicants were a record for this year. Like you I look forward to hearing who the successful applicants are. 

Two years ago the BBC conducted a poll to identify the 100 greatest Britons of all time. Churchill topped it, but how many Tasmanians and particularly Tasmanian children know of Sir Winston Churchill and his work and that of the Trust?  I would urge all of you to take any opportunity to share your knowledge and passion about what you do with other people and encourage others to seek the opportunity of a Fellowship.

In this regard, thank you to Michael Harris and Phil Watson who will be the inaugural Fellows to take an Adult Education class in the Spring, in their specific area of expertise. Anyone else who might be interested in taking a session to share their expertise and enthusiasm, please contact Pat or I.

The Tasmanian Association Committee has met three times this year and is developing a series of events for Fellows which will be advertised soon. 

[image: image4.png]


Have you ever visited the Churchill Trust’s website? www.churchilltrust.com.au. The website now lists all Churchill Fellows and the subject of their Fellowship. The Tasmanian Association’s website is under development and will be launched in May. We hope that every Fellow will use the website and contribute information and articles. 
In fellowship

Judy Travers
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             What was your Churchill Fellowship all about?
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I posed this question to several of our more senior members, it is great to share their comments here and we hope to have more contributions from members throughout the year.

Coming soon will be more news including some from fellows interstate

Trevor Beard Inaugural Fellowship 1966. Tasmanian Senior Australian of the Year 2006
Hydatid disease eradication in Tasmania

In my country general practice in Campbell Town in 1960, a ruptured hydatid cyst caused the sudden death of a 7-year-old boy, after his brother’s knee struck his upper abdomen during a rough game.

The cause of hydatid disease is a very small tapeworm found only in dogs.  Sheep dogs in those days were fed on sheep’s offal infected with hydatid cysts (the larval stage of the tapeworm).  If this practice stopped, the dogs would be clear of the adult egg-laying parasites within two years, and it would eradicate the disease [1].

I found the Chief Veterinary Officer (Keith Meldrum) was very keen to start a full-scale campaign to control hydatid disease in Tasmania, but the government rejected his budget.   Veterinary medicine only controls herd diseases that cause big economic losses, and public health (the Cinderella of the health services) has no money to prevent any but the commonest diseases. 

One day Keith Meldrum gave me a fascinating article from the New Zealand Medical Journal [2].  A Dunedin paediatrician (Dr Neil Begg, later Sir Neil) described a campaign that showed how political public health can be—voting statistics can outweigh all other data—and Begg’s huge voluntary hydatid campaign became a social phenomenon big enough give New Zealand a full-scale government-sponsored national campaign.

In Begg’s approach an enthusiast showed colour slides in rural areas (in the days before television).  Before Begg left he called on each meeting to elect an active local hydatid eradication committee.  I was surprised at how easy it was to form a local committee in Campbell Town, modelled after the New Zealand voluntary committees, and to follow it with committees in Ross and Oatlands.  To my amazement invitations started coming from other districts that were not wanting to be left out. 

The gathering momentum of the campaign created mounting political pressure for government support.  By the time we had 63 committees Keith Meldrum received a double benefit—the budget he needed and statewide active community support of unprecedented strength.  THEC (the voluntary Tasmanian Hydatids Eradication Council) now received a government grant as an Advisory Committee that met the Department of Agriculture monthly.

In that year (1966) over 50% of adult sheep had hydatid cysts, more than 1 in 8 rural dogs had adult worms, and a Tasmanian surgeon operated for human hydatid disease about once every week [1].  THEC was keen to help the government fulfil the dream of eradication, and my Churchill Fellowship sent me to Berkeley, California, for a degree course in Public Health with a major in Health Education.  The Berkeley program was a world leader in community involvement in public health.

The course confirmed many of my theories about Begg’s approach, corrected many others, and provided insight into private/public partnerships like ours (and what could go wrong).  It also provided valuable preparation for me to assess Iceland’s 100-year-old hydatid campaign in a one-week visit on the way home [1].  

The volunteers gave the Department the community consensus and backing that it needed for a gradually hardening policy of legal enforcement [3].  Compulsory dog testing replaced the voluntary test for hydatid worms and brought in the small residue of uncooperative owners who had previously missed the dog testing program.  Quarantine came later for properties with infected dogs, and ultimately the property of origin faced quarantine for a single cyst detected in a slaughtered sheep at an abattoir.  Eradication was in sight.

The human incidence fell dramatically after the official campaign started.  It fell in all age groups, including even the elderly, refuting a universal belief that age resistance had protected adults [4].  Lung cysts were the first to disappear.  Chest surgeons watched in disbelief as the annual flow of new patients with lung cysts dropped to a trickle and dried up altogether.  With no compensation for lost income they could be excused if their mock dismay and nostalgia was only partly in jest.

The last new human case under the age of 10 years was diagnosed in 1972, and the last under 20 years of age was diagnosed in 1976.  Symptomless cysts apparently acquired before 1970 still persisted in a few old people, but the age distribution shows that human transmission must have stopped in about 1972.
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For three decades the government had strong community support for its professional control measures, providing right to the end an atmosphere in which relentless enforcement created no martyrs [3].  In February 1996, Tasmania was declared provisionally free of hydatids in humans, dogs and livestock.
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Rex Hobcroft – Churchill Fellow 1967 Order of Australia 1990 (currently resident of WA)

A faded newspaper cutting from Launceston's The Examiner of 15 November, 1966 tells of three Tasmanians being awarded Churchill Fellowships for the second series of such awards to be taken up in 1967. I was one of the very fortunate three along with Mr James McConnell, a Launceston based veterinary specialist with the Department of Agriculture, and art teacher, the late Mr A. W. L. Turner.

In 1964 I had been able to set up the Tasmanian Conservatorium Music thanks to the strong support of Mr Bernard Mitchell, then Superintendent of High Schools in Tasmania and later the Director -General of Education. Though we were a tiny tertiary music school, the quality of its teaching staff and students soon proved that it was here to stay and grow, as it did, into one of the most innovative of Australia's conservatories. At the time, and until 1970, I was an honorary director of the Con, and keen to see what was happening in music schools around the world. At that time the Tasmanian College of Education (TCAE) was soon to become a reality, and good things for the Con's future were freely talked about. In particular the Con would be - and it was - the first tertiary school to be incorporated into the TCAE, and that a specially designed Arts building housing the Con would be the first off the `building block.' Sadly it never happened. At the time, however, I made the visit to new music school buildings a priority among the many areas of a new conservatorium's needs.

Departing in February, 1966, turned out to be a sombre time because of the horrific Tasmanian bush fires and the wrenching devastation they caused less than three weeks earlier.

What follows are some `snap shots' of just a very few of the many musicians and music schools and related centres I was able to visit.

Starting the visits in Los Angeles, San Diego and San Francisco enabled me to see several new tertiary school music buildings at university, college and junior college levels. I remember being told that each of the then four new music buildings cost around the same magical figure of $4 million - certainly equating to many more millions today. I had the ideal person to show me over each of the new music buildings thanks to the Canadian composer, Dr Gerald Strang, also a noted acoustics engineer and consultant authority for the building of new music blocks in USA. He showed me detailed examples of his acoustic designs at each of the four new buildings. As well as his engineering skills he was then Chairman of the Music Department at Long Beach State College. He had the distinction of being the first student and later, teaching assistant, to Arnold Schoenberg when that great musician moved to America in the mid-1930's.
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Sometimes rarities of an unexpected nature happened like that on a visit to the University of Southern California where I sat in on a project for young music critics financed by the Ford Foundation. The seminar was conducted by the superb and witty pianist, Arthur Loesser. He was then also a music critic based in Cleveland and the author of the marvellously entertaining book, Men, Women and Pianos: A Social History.

(This same University of Southern California then had on its teaching staff, Jascha Heifetz - generally regarded the greatest violinist of them all, whatever the century - and the superb cellist Gregor Piatogorsky.)

And so I moved across America, with a foray into Canada, meeting dozens of musicians and making discoveries along the way. I sat in on some jazz classes at the then biggest tertiary music school in the world - the University of Indiana's School of Music. I was, later, able to introduce a jazz department for the Sydney Conservatorium with Don Burrows, which was the first of its kind in Australia.

Apart from the traditional music courses at the Indiana School of Music, I sat in on lectures and classes on ethnomusicology, conducting, opera training and music therapy. The School was then noted for its opera productions, and I was shown plans for the School's opera house due to be built later in 1967. It was built on time at a cost of $10 million. It was a surprise to learn that Bloomington - the home of the University of Indiana is a small city, with a population now of about 70,000 with some 40,000 University students. It is some 80 kms. from Indianapolis. We did start an opera school at the Con and also The Tasmanian Opera Company.

At the renowned Eastman School of Music in Rochester in Upper State New York, I found a spry Japanese man visiting the School on the same day. I had certainly heard of him but knew next to nothing of his musical method which was then beginning to attract international notice. He was the Professor Suzuki, founder of the Suzuki teaching Method! 
We spent quite some time together and I watched him take a class of young violinists in his wonderfully enthusiastic way. Suzuki String classes for young children were soon introduced at the Tasmanian Conservatorium by the late Peter Komlos.  
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Peter Komlos

Churchill Fellow 

Tasmania 1971

The study of music of non-Western countries was gaining momentum in the 1960's, and I enjoyed several classes on Japanese music at the University of Michigan. Later, I was able to bring a Japanese Noh Theatre expert to the Con for our students and non-students in the community to experience a small fraction of a music and theatre style so completely different to ours.

Before leaving Hobart I was able to secure a grant to purchase more essential books, records, and musical scores for our library. The music libraries of all the universities visited in North America, Europe and Japan were truly impressive. Again, the 1960's saw the real development of listening (to music) `posts' in libraries. As an aside I also saw for the first time a computer in action at one of the universities. It was big!

On to Britain and Europe yielded another lot of memorable people and musical experiences. I spent two weeks in Russia - a week each in then Leningrad and Moscow. The `sifting' system of selecting the best young instrumentalists was of special interest. Very briefly; at that time there wee some 3,000 primary music schools in the USSR catering for 450,000 talented children. 10% - about 45,000 would go on to the secondary music schools. There were 23 conservatoria then in the USSR. Each had a special music school nearby or attached for the most talented of children.

It was in Moscow that I met the most interesting musician. His name, Lev Theremin (pronounced Tair-a-min). In the early 1920's he invented the electronic-like musical instrument which is named after him - the Theremin. He showed me several of his other inventions during the two days I spent in his Acoustics Department at the Moscow Conservatorium. I saw him on later occasions and about 10 or so years ago saw an excellent film on his life filmed shortly before his death. It was shown on SBS-TV and in cinemas.

In both Leningrad and Moscow I was given an opportunity to sit in with the jury at the final year examinations of each Conservatorium's chamber music students. Meeting with several composers and the librarians at both famous institutions resulted in many gifts of music scores to the Tasmanian Conservatorium. The gifts of music scores to our Con also happened often from other music schools in both the Western and Eastern sectors of Europe.

Quite by chance, when in Paris, I was asked if I would attend a conference on the training of open singers about to be held in Sofia, Bulgaria. The gathering coincided with the 3rd International Opera Singers Competition. By the time we delegates arrived the 16 finalists had been chosen. Each finalist had to sing a complete opera role on-stage with the Sofia Opera Company! It was that experience that made me want to organise an international piano competition in Australia so that our students and teachers could hear the best of talent from overseas. 10 years later as the co-founder of the Sydney International Piano Competition it happened and quickly established its credentials as one of the best of such events.

While my memory of something that happened yesterday struggles away, not so that of such a marvelous tour of 40 years ago. Many of the innovations made at both the Tasmanian and Sydney Conservatoriums in the late 1960's and throughout the 1970's, were the result of the many things seen, people met, and ideas born from that marvelous Churchill Fellowship award. Many people made it possible, like my colleagues at the Tasmanian Conservatorium, who took on added responsibilities and the Churchill Memorial Trust Committee and through them of course, the Australian people who gave so generously to this living memorial to Sir Winston Churchill.
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These comments from Lyndsay Macleod are immensely important in summing up what it is to be a Churchill Fellow

Lyndsay Macleod Inaugural Churchill Fellow 1966 “Once a Fellow, always a Fellow”

I was very grateful to receive a Churchill Fellowship in 1965, the first time they were offered. The desire for overseas experience had led me to apply and although at the time there was no indication as to how much a Churchill Fellowship would be worth in financial terms I knew that the award itself would have inherent prestige and be likely to incur long-standing recognition. As it turned out the financial assistance I received was more than I had expected, or even hoped for, and it enabled me to pursue a course at Edinburgh University.

When I received the award my life was changed and it has continued to be changed over the years because of that chance I was given over forty years ago. Irrespective of where my endeavours have led me, I have always been conscious of being a Fellow, with the many continuing commitments and responsibilities that brings. Forty years on I am still a proud Churchill Fellow.

Out & About!
By now many of you will have joined ABC listeners in wishing Peter Cundall (1974 fellow) a Happy 80th Birthday – celebrated on April 1st. Earlier in the year Peter was made a Member of the Order of Australia particularly for services to the environment.

In 2007 George Brown (1978 fellow) notched up 33 years attendance at the annual opening of the legal year – the best part of the event he is quoted as saying was ‘getting a free drink on the judges’! He did however add that he felt the event was ‘a public manifestation of the law churning along’ and that the service was one which was held with many church dignitaries in attendance. The address this year was given by Sydney Jesuit priest, lawyer and humanitarian Frank Brennan. 

George is a stalwart member of our association, regularly attending committee meetings in his capacity as life member.

From 2007 Andy Gamlin (2002/2 fellow) passes over the reigns of the fantastic National Wooden Boat Festival – many have paid tribute to Andy and his team of organizers for the success of this event. Andy leaves with an expressed ambition that French wooden boats may be future inclusions, one imagines in the same way that Dutch boats have been enjoyed this year. In a short Mercury interview when asked about unfulfilled ambitions he says that he hopes ‘to make money and not to die in poverty.’ But when asked about his passion in life money didn’t feature, it was ‘boats and friends!’.
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