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62279272 rogermcneice@our.net.au
	 Congratulations to our 2005 Fellows
Ms Sally-Ann DAKIS
Executive Producer/Partner
Rural ABC Tasmania/Richmond Cherries
Sally’s fellowship outline is:

To study the value adding and marketing of both niche and bulk cherry products for the food processing industry and explore their potential for Australia - New Zealand, USA, U.K., France, Spain
Mr Ryk GODDARD

Artistic Director - is theatre ltd.
Ryk’s fellowship outline is:

To research the methods, management and programming of schools of performance with the aim of establishing a Centre for Professional Development for mid-career and emerging theatre artists - USA, U.K., France, Netherlands
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(Photo taken Government House 22nd July 2005 by Stuart Thorn – Anthea, Mike, Justice Crawford, Ryk, Sally)

Dr Anthea VREUGDENHIL
Co-ordinator, Dementia Research Centre
Launceston General Hospital
Anthea’s fellowship outline is:

To investigate the development and delivery of physical exercise programs for people with senile dementia - USA, Canada

makers and employees across England, Scotland and Ireland.  And of course, I also attended a management programme conducted by the Disney Institute in Orlando, Florida.

Spending over a week in Dublin, I was able to experience the Irish tourism success story first hand.  However, it’s not all wine and roses. 

There is no doubt that the Irish model is one that we in Tasmania look to in terms of tourism practices.  However, the massive growth experienced on the back of the Celtic Tiger has brought its own problems. And they are problems we are beginning to see here too.  Skills shortages, labour shortages, demand for greater quality and shifting markets are beginning to challenge the industry.  

The initial Irish response was to import labour from the European Union which has brought its own challenges.  But of course the need to improve underlying issues of business management, professional education and workplace reform were still there.  We can’t readily import staff so we need to address the same issues from an internal perspective first up and I believe if we do it right we’ll be in a very competitive position nationally and internationally.

Having gained a wealth of information on my chosen topic the opportunity to pursue my own professional and personal passion has been invaluable and will allow me to continue promoting industry change for the better.  Changing workplace and managerial culture is tough, but gaining experience of the international experience allows you to see the big picture and our place in it.  It also allows perspective.  The Tasmanian industry is very, very good in some areas against international comparisons.

Whilst the entire experience was rewarding the most inspiring part of the journey was studying at Disney. The most amazing thing about what Disney does is not what they do, but how they do it.  They have
   
	   Mr Michael HARRIS
Self-employed Engineer/Technical Writer
Mike’s fellowship outline is:

To study radical advances in amateur radio and ascertain how these operations may be transferred to Australia - USA, U.K.
Our best wishes to Anthea and Mike who plan to head off in early September. Mike has a website where he plans to post a trip diary, watch this space! www.pangolin.co.nz/jetsam
Returning Fellows
The highlight of the annual dinner is always the sharing of hopes and ambitions by the new fellows and the exhilaration and plans of the returning fellows, this year was no different. For those unable to attend the dinner here are some snippets:

Terri Simpkin

For me, the hardest thing about my Churchill Fellowship is trying to convince others it wasn’t a holiday!  However, I can understand this response.  After all what would you think if someone told you they had spent a week at Disneyworld for work?

My fellowship was based on improving visitor satisfaction through best practice business and human resources management in tourism and hospitality and given that they’ve been doing it successfully for 50 years, Disney is a prime target for study.

During my six week fellowship I interviewed nearly 50 individuals representing hoteliers, tourism operators, educators, governments, policy no secret to providing excellence in guest service or in creating a unique experience; they just do what they do consistently well.  It all comes back to the management of their people and when you consider that they are dealing with some 55 000 employees in Disneyworld alone it is an amazing achievement.  We can learn a lot from them.

In closing I would like to express my gratitude to the Trust for financial assistance to allow me to follow my passion and for the faith placed in my ability to achieve positive outcomes and of course to the two boys I left behind; my son, Ahren and my partner Ben for only getting into a little mischief whilst I was away!  
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Terri & Churchill in London
Presidents message
This years Dinner has now come and gone. I must say it was a great turn out thanks to the splendid organization of our Secretary Pat Corby. Well done Pat!
With so many of the selection panel attending this made the evening all that more important.
Congratulations to Lou Rae on the Presentation to him of the Churchill Bust for his long service as President of the Association. I don’t think Lou’s length of service will be repeated by anyone.
For the remainder of this important year – the 40th Anniversary – we will purse the further production and distribution of our Churchill Bust. Order forms are not far away and will be distributed to members and other Fellow organizations throughout Australia. The busts are rather splendid so don’t hesitate to contact me should you want one.
Our Secretary is hard at work with organizing the Churchill Dinner in November so I urge Fellow to support what will be a memorable occasion.
We are keen to “get out in the field” and visit other Fellows at their work so if you would like to be part of this contact our Secretary.
All the best for now   
Roger McNeice OAM                             President      


Mark Salter

 My Churchill Fellowship was awarded to study Greenhouse raspberry production technics overseas. The countries visited included the United States of America, United Kingdom, Belgium and Holland.

I travelled first to the US where I meet growers in Madison county, they where producing in hoop houses or tunnels. The main varieties in production included Autumn Britten and Tulameen and Purple Royal. The raspberry canes were grown in plastic tubs with six (6) to eight (8) canes per tub. Their growing medium consisted of an organic peat mix together with an organic slow release fertiliser; their main aim is to produce organic fruit.

My next stop was New Jersey where the grower I visited was mainly producing in greenhouses and high tunnels. They were using similar technics to growers in Madison, once again the growing medium used was a mixture of peat and composted pine bark, which appeared to have very good air porosity and was also free draining. This farm was in the process of conducting comparisons between primacane varieties grown in the soil and fluricane varieties grown in pots. Their findings, to date, indicate that fluricane varieties cannot be planted in the ground because of their high chilling requirement, which cannot be achieved in a greenhouse, therefore fluricane varieties need to grown in pots so they can be transported outside the greenhouse or placed in a cool room. The farm has also been experimenting with techniques to spread the production over a longer period. This has been achieved through tipping the primacanes at certain growth periods to retard fruit production.

I then flew to the UK, firstly visiting the growing region of Kent. While in Kent I had the opportunity to visit one of the largest green house raspberry producers in the UK. Their operation has currently 7acre of raspberries under glass. The production technique involves growing in 10 litre pots with 1-2 canes per pot using a coarse peat mix as their growing medium. Varieties include Tulameen and Glen Ample. They expect to produce approximately 320g per cane for Glen Ample, and 220g per cane for Tulameen, with two seasons from each pot. In total, there are approximately 80,000 canes in production and expect to increase this number next year. The canes are introduced into the glasshouse around the 1st week in January with harvest beginning late April. Watering and climate control is carried out automatically by computer.

While in Kent I had the chance to visit Dr Vicki Knight at the East Malling Research Centre. The East Malling Research Centre has been involved in raspberry research for many years, their research has concentrated mainly on breeding new varieties and fruit production techniques. I discussed watering requirements for raspberries, in particular, the preference for potted canes requiring a medium that has good air porosity and water holding capability. Also discussed was the necessity for tipping long canes, particularly Tulameen.

 I then travelled to Scotland where I met Dr Rex Brennan from the Scottish Crop Research Institute at Invergowrie. The majority of their research has been focussed on long cane production systems and extending the fruiting season by manipulation of the dormancy cycle of the plant through cold storage. I also viewed the Institute’s farm and looked at potential new varieties that may suit our growing conditions. While at the Institute I had the opportunity to meet with Dr Stuart Gordon, Entomologist and discussed Integrated Pest Management techniques for control of pests, which is a viable alterative to the use of chemicals. While in Scotland I also visited one of the largest small fruit producers in who grows strawberries, raspberries, red currents, black currents, gooseberries and rhubarb. I viewed their greenhouse raspberry production, which is mainly for the local market. Their production methods were similar to those we had seen in Kent, with production in small pots with two canes per pot.

I then flew to Belgium to visit Fanny Pitsiousis at Proefcentrum voor Fruitteelt (PCF) research station. Research station is mainly trialing and growing the Tulameen variety; this is the most popular variety in Belgium, particularly because of its size, flavour and yield. One of the key recommendations given by the research station was to start with the best quality planting material possible. When planting bare-rooted long canes care should be taken not to source canes where the plantings have been too dense as these canes will have poor bud development. He indicated that nearly all growers in Belgium are growing their own plants either from tissue culture or root pieces.

The most commonly used growing medium in Belgium is a coarse peat mix, which is preferred because of its free draining properties and is quite cheap. Generally, growers can achieve three (3) years production from the same plant and growing medium, but it is now generally recognized in Belgium that production will drop each year by approximately 25%. Hence, most growers are now only growing the same plants for 1-2 years and achieving higher yields. I also discussed irrigation and trellising. 

While in Belgium and Holland I had the opportunity to visit a number of growers, generally they are achieving up to 3 times our current yields. 

In conclusion my research indicated that growers should use only the best quality planting material available. Growers should also move from planting long canes produced in the field to using tissue-cultured plants, also producing canes from root pieces. The use a free draining growing medium is essential, as well as careful monitoring of irrigation to provide optimum moisture levels.

Also close consideration needs to be given to methods of cool storing long canes to achieve the chilling hours prior to introducing them to the green house.

I was also able to confirm that Tulameen is still one of the best varieties available, and is suitable to our conditions.

I would like to once again thank the Churchill Trust for giving me this opportunity.
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                        9-12th June, 2006
                Queen’s Birthday Weekend

Friday Evening 9th June - Lord Mayor’s Civic Reception Brisbane City Hall 6pm

Saturday 10th June The day’s events will focus on the city centre and South Bank precinct and there will be a choice of:
· Lectures & Presentations by local fellows

· Visits to local fellows workplaces featuring prepared displays

· Guided tours to galleries exhibiting work by local fellows

· Lunch own choice from local restaurants

· Convention dinner at night.

Sunday 11th June - Local church services option then events to focus on the Roma Street Parklands

Amphitheatre presentations, Musical items &Artistic performances

Gardens tours featuring vegetation and sculptures. Lunch on the lawns

Monday 12th Breakfast at Southbank.
Register your interest with Jane Virtue – 3 Hawk Pde, Thornlands QLD 4164  jane.virtue@bigpond.com  
	News from Con Koukias just returned from his trip 1st August 
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I am delighted to be able to report that the Churchill Fellowship has enabled me to have a highly productive and rewarding journey through many of the major cultural centres of Europe and the USA as well as a fruitful visit to Singapore.
 
IHOS Music Theatre and Opera, as you may or may not know, is a Hobart-based performing arts company with a reputation for its critically acclaimed, music, theatre and operatic works.  Founded by Werner Ihlenfeld and myself in 1990, its aim has been to create striking contemporary music, theatre and opera that blends voice, dance and sound with installation art.  Six years ago, IHOS also established a Music Theatre Laboratory to train young singers.
 
The Churchill trip has opened up a range of exciting new possibilities for IHOS, both in terms of touring our own works overseas and bringing new talent and ideas to Australia.  It was gratifying to discover so much enthusiastic interest in and support for the work that we are doing and a number of collaborations are now potentially in the pipe- line, notably Chicago Dance Theatre with 4 singers from our Laboratory in Easter 2006, Singapore Festival for Tesla 2007 and a new work by French composer Martin Malton ( Paris ) Metropoulis for Film, 16 Musicians Live  to the film in 2008
News Snippets!

Congratulations to: Jan Forbes (2002/1) on a beautiful new grand-daughter. 

Angela (1973) & Gus Prosser-Green on their contribution to the recently published On the Tide website telling more at www.onthetide.com
Neil Wade (1991) on the Otway Fly in Victoria, now up and running for 20 months and having had in excess of 350,000 visitors to date. Neil says when expressing his regrets at missing the annual dinner ‘We are now in the process of setting up another tree top walk in New South Wales which is both exciting but time consuming.”
Another dinner apology and snippet from John Usher (1976 Vic) off overseas on the 24th July (looking at bus operations in Lincolnshire and Norfolk - the Churchill habit dies hard!), and then holidaying around the UK.
	News from Annette Downs (1997) – I would love to come to the dinner, I have attended a few in the past but I have a childcare issue that night, so I will have kids in tow to make the Gov House part but that will be all I can manage. However I am delighted that Ryk (I suggested he apply) has been successful and will no doubt get all the dinner gossip from him. Best wishes see you next year.
 News from Bernice Gerrand (QLD) (1985) sadly, there is no way I can get to Tasmania for the annual dinner. I hope it is a happy event and a great success for everyone involved.
Rex Hobcroft (1967) Founder and Director of the Tasmanian Conservatorium of Music currently in WA also sends a cheery word, this time feeling perhaps he had a trifle too far to come!

Tania Bosak (2003) I’m currently working on projects in Melbourne and won’t be back in Hobart until early September.  So unfortunately I will miss the dinner this time around. Have a great evening. I will get there eventually!
On a sad note we passed on the thoughts and sympathy of all our association members to Les Blakeborough whose partner Sally Sorell lost her battle with cancer in June.
 Date for your diary!

Wednesday 30th November

Come along and help us celebrate 

Churchill’s Birthday.

This public celebratory event will be hosted by Hadleys Hotel in true British style - with a few surprises!! Details will be sent out as soon as finalised, meanwhile if you are out of town and planning to come, why not book accommodation at Hadleys now, rooms are filling fast!



