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	Churchill Fellowship Applications 2009
Amazing news! In 2009 there has been the largest number of applications, 1132, since the inception of the awards when 1200 were received. Currently the selection process is underway around the country; good news for some folk will be revealed around the start of July. Already here in Tasmania the date for award presentations has been set so please keep Friday 21st August free so you can join us on that occasion.
Committee news 
Please see details later in this issue regarding our special northern event which has been arranged by Andrew Bishop (our northern rep! 2002/1 Fellow) with assistance from panel member Martin George.  This should be an excellent occasion and one to which all members are invited so we hope southerns will be as willing to travel as their northern counterparts do so regularly to attend annual dinners. [image: image2.jpg]| =1
|



Martin, who is Curator of the Launceston Planetarium at the QVM is reknown world-wide, he is an expert in his field. He is a Fellow and President-Elect of the International Planetarium Society, the world body of planetarium professionals. You may have read this week in The Examiner about the celebration for 100 hours of astronomy, part of the international year of astronomy in which more than 100 countries are involved. Our CFA involvement in such an exciting year will be a very special occasion.

As mentioned in our last newsletter -name badges have been produced for all members; we hope you will wear these for CFA events and at other times. These are gradually being posted out.
Tania Bosak  2003 fellow) was recently heard on ABC radio – Tim Cox’s Morning Show with colleagues who form part of the concept ‘Origins’. This performance has been playing at UTAS Studio Theatre April 2-4th. It comes from a concept inspired by Michael Fargher and developed over a number of years with input from Tasmanian aboriginal elder, Jim Everett, Tania and colleagues Ruth Langford and Lorrae Coffin. Music plays a large part in the production and listening on ABC radio to an interview with the group it was revealed that Ruth plays a marimba of dolorite rocks, Tania features on drums and a single stringed percussion instrument called a berimbau. Lorrae plays the guitar and Michael ukulele, guitar and violin – the resultant effect was fantastic. Tania brought to the group her migrant heritage and ancestral past in Croatia plus her considerable musical talents. 
	 Out and About!    

Mark Salter ( 2004 Fellow) caught by The Mercury’s ‘Street Talk’ column commenting on whether planning rules need to be changed to protect against bushfires – Mark believes that fire retardant buildings materials and trees cleared around properties are important.  Ian Norton (1982 Fellow) currently a City of Launceston Alderman was also calling for a reduction in any red tape that impeded the clearing of fire hazards. Ian wants the installation of fire bunkers where appropriate – after the appalling devastation in Victoria this summer let’s hope Tasmania gets well prepared for any future fire risk.

Christine Coughanowr (2001 Fellow) was quoted in The Mercury in February saying that $80 million had been spent in the past 5 years on cleaning the Derwent Estuary from New Norfolk to Kingston. Apparently good progress has been made but there is still much to do – the estuary management plan classes the estuary as still ‘significantly impaired’ and that ‘levels of zinc, mercury lead and cadmium in sediments and shellfish are amongst the highest in Australia.’ Christine is keen that protected threatened wetlands continue to receive attention – apparently the wetlands in the upper estuary and the tidal flats of Ralph’s Bay play an important role in maintaining the health of the estuary as a whole.
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Jabra Latham (2006 fellow) recently performed a piece of music in written especially for him by imminent composter Don Kay. Jabra was inspired to ask Kay to write a work for him whilst away on his Churchill Fellowship – Kay was happy to do this and the piece was performed on March 21st as part of a Hobart Chamber Orchestra Concert – the reviews following sited Jabra’s skills as outstanding.
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Being curious I ‘Googled’ the berimbau and found out that it originates from Africa or Brazil (depending on one’s source) and that to play the berimbau the arame (string) is stretched tight over the pau de berimbau (stick) you hold the cabaça (gourd) against your stomach and hit the string with the vareta (stick). Holding the pedra (stone) against the string creates different sounds and the caixixi (shaker) makes a complimentary sound.
http://www.londonschoolofcapoeira.co.uk/education/images/berimbau-labels.jpg
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             What’s been happening since your Churchill Fellowship?
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Jim Cane  1996 Fellow
 A Passion for Horticulture, 36 Years at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens

I was fortunate to be granted a Churchill Fellowship to study botanic garden management in Germany and the United Kingdom in 1995 for travel in 1996. Patricia Corby on learning that I had just retired from the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens after 36 years there asked me to pen an article perhaps touching on some highlights of my time there. Well for sure, gaining the Churchill Fellowship would have to be at the top of the very long list of highlights. 

Although I had been at the Gardens for 23 years when I ventured forth on the Fellowship what I learned and experienced on that marvellous three months of travel and study set me up for the remaining 13 years. Even today I still have contact with many of the people I met. I started in Germany at the Palmengarten in Frankfurt to look at Alpine and Subantarctic plant cultivation and display. Experience here helped greatly in setting up the Gardens unique and very popular Subantarctic Plant House. Next stop was the Sangerhausen Rosarium in the old East Germany and then Westfalen Park in Dortmund. Seeing the vast array of roses in many and varied settings there complimented my already good knowledge of roses and assisted in planning new rose displays at the Gardens, especially the recently developed Friends Mixed Border.

The focus of the Fellowship was to attend the Diploma Course in Botanic Garden Management at the School of Horticulture at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew in London.  Man what an experience this was.  Jim was pushed, prodded and thrown in deep end first into the world of modern botanic garden management. Much was learnt on international plant treaties, collection management and development, staff management and the trend in what modern botanic gardens were all about plus lots more.  Perhaps the most important thing was the people I met from a whole range of countries at the course, what I learned from them and the network of contacts and friendships that subsequently developed and the horticultural liaisons established at the many great gardens we visited as part of the course. All this was invaluable to me and the Gardens in developing ongoing strategic, development and master plans for the future long after I retire.

Just to round off the Fellowship I spent a week at Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh. I was hosted by another Churchill Fellow on the staff there and gained further knowledge on managing aging horticultural landscapes. While in Scotland, as an aside to the horticulture my knowledge and appreciation of single malt whiskies took a monumental leap forward !! Trust me, horticulture and whisky combine well, though perhaps not at the same time and certainly not early the next day.

Another great highlight of my time at the Gardens is seeing the transition from something more of a glorified park with a backyard mentality to a fully operational true botanic garden. A true botanic garden is one that keeps meticulous records of the collections, interprets what it has to the public, has an education focus and undertakes various aspects of horticultural and botanical research. 
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Some of this began in the late 1980's under the direction of the late Tony May, also a Churchill Fellow with the appointment of a botanist, education officer and the establishment of the Tasmanian Native Plant Garden.  This botanical focus was built on by Director David Bedford from 1994 with the establishment of an orientation to plants of our geographical region, especially Tasmanian plants, subantarctic plants and southern hemisphere conifers. The construction of the Subantarctic Plant House was a huge leap forward as is was a scientifically and botanically based collection in a specially controlled environment.  It is a unique project and still the only one of its kind in the world.  
Subantarctic plants at the Gardens are used for research by scientists from around Australia and occasionally overseas.  Dr Bedford also secured funding for a new visitor centre, botanical discovery centre and a botanical resources area for the staff. 

I am extremely grateful to Dr Bedford for he was the one who cajoled me into applying for the Churchill Fellowship as he needed more qualified staff up to speed in botanic garden management to realise his ambition of putting the Gardens on the world botanical gardens map. The Gardens are certainly now well recognised and held in high esteem around the world.  Being an integral part of helping achieve this has been one of the most satisfying things of my job, as varied as it has been over the years.

The next Director Steve Corbett made what is probably the most botanically important change for the Gardens and indeed Tasmania with the establishment of the Tasmanian Seed Conservation Centre in conjunction with the Millennium Seed Bank at Kew Gardens and other Tasmanian agencies. To be at the Gardens during this venture whereby a vast majority of Tasmania's flora is preserved in a seed bank was indeed a highlight.  The seed bank ticks one more botanic garden box and that is conservation.
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Being at the Gardens has also given me the chance to travel for the sake of plants. Most of my trips have been while on leave and at my own expense.  I just love plants, the environment they grow in and the people associated with them. My first venture was very civilised and purely holiday but laced with lots of plants and gardens.  I had three months in the UK and a short time in Europe in 1991. Although on holiday I learned more during this time about plants and gardens than the previous 18 years at the Gardens.

For some reason not even known to me I developed a passion for travelling in the mountains of China and the Himalayas generally. I had four weeks in the mountains of Yunnan Province, China in 1992 and collected most of the plants that are now on display in the China Garden at the botanic gardens. That is one project that really makes me proud and one I hold high in my many achievements. I returned to Yunnan again in 1998 and collected a few more species for the garden.

In 2005 on yet another holiday I joined with 20 others from around the world on a botanical expedition with the Alpine Garden Society from the UK to the Tibetan Plateau. Getting the chance to visit Lhasa and more importantly the Potala Palace was an experience in itself. What an adventure it was trekking over passes near Everest at 5,500 metres and seeing over 800 species of magnificent alpine plants. No collecting was allowed but lots of memories of high adventure, unbelievable scenery and great company will remain with me forever. Travelling in that part of the world is not for the faint hearted but something I had dreamed of doing since a boy and seeing Mount Everest was a bonus. There were days that you hoped would not end but then again there were days that you wished had not begun but on looking back you would not have missed for the world. The group even discovered two new species of plants, so remote and little botanised was the region we travelled.

My last venture to date was a four week trek with friends from the Tibet trip in the mountains of Bhutan. What a magnificent unspoilt wilderness it is. Tasmania's grandeur and wildness pales into insignificance compared to Bhutan. Again there was no collecting but another tick gained on the things to do and places to visit list while I could.

To top off my ventures and certainly work related and funded this time,  was being selected to go on two trips to the subantarctic. The first was  a re-supply trip to Macquarie Island in 1998 to look at subantarctic plants in there natural environment and to collect specimens for the new Subantarctic Plant House.  Being there was truly one great privilege and what a place it is, wild and wonderful, animals, birds, the climate and oh yes the plants. The only downside was being extremely seasick for four days each way. The things one does in the line of duty !! 

The second trip was to visit one of the most remote and austere places on the planet. This was a place I learned of as a boy in school and longed to visit ever since but was sure would never happen and that was Heard Island, an Australian Territory down near the Antarctic continent and about 4,500 km from Fremantle. The trip took two weeks pus another five days to land due to the atrocious weather  It is unbelievably wet, cold, windy, totally inhospitable and 70% covered in permanent ice, mostly glaciers that stream down from what is actually Australia's highest mountain, Big Ben and only active volcano. Every day was an ordeal and extremely tough but one of my greatest adventures and a place so few get to visit but oh what a place, so remote, scenery you could barely manage to dream of and animals and birds in mind blowing numbers. Much more knowledge was gained in the cultivation of subantarctic plants and more collected for the Gardens. Just in case you are wondering how I coped for such a long trip with seasickness, I managed to find another pill that worked a treat and not one bad day even in 10 metre swells and with high ways atop them.

As you can see I have gained much while at the Gardens.  Do not think that every day was an adventure like above but lots of hard work, sweat, and on occasions heartache and grief.  I started at the bottom in 1973 got to the top for brief periods, did most jobs going but Above all I hope I have helped improve the Gardens in some way for all to enjoy well into the future. 

For now I am enjoying the freedom to work on my little farm as I please, be reasonably self sufficient, get it onto a more sustainable organic footing and enjoy life. I have lots to do and it looks like retirement means more work not less. More travel will be on the agenda in the next few years as there are still lots of places on my to visit list.  Hopefully Chile is next as I want to stand in the magnificent and ancient conifer forests and once again give thanks for a pretty good and varied life to date. 

Of Museums, Galleries, and Stars”
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A Tasmanian Churchill Fellows Association Event 
Family & Friends Welcome
2nd May 2009

Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery, Inveresk, Launceston
10:30-11:30am           ‘Conservation of Artefacts’ 
This tour will be with Linda Clark, Objects Conservator at QVMAG. Linda will focus in particular on work being done on the Sydney Cove collection.  The story surrounding these objects is fascinating and QVMAG has significant involvement in their collection, preservation, ongoing research and interpretation for public viewing. The tour will be held in the Conservation labs 
11:30am-12:30pm  ‘Great Discoveries in Astronomy’ 

The lecture will be with Martin George, well known Astronomer at the Launceston Planetarium and a special favourite for ABC radio listeners.  His presentation will bring to life significant historical advances in the science of astronomy.  The lecture will be held in the Nuala O’Flaherty Auditorium 
12:30pm- 2:30pm- Lunch at the Dockside Café at 27 Seaport Boulevard, Launceston
(Meet at 10:15am sharp in foyer of the Conservation Building at Inveresk)

Cost:  $10 per head to cover tour cost plus lunch


RSVP: By 22 April 2009

Contact:  Andrew Bishop (64217634, 0418129229, andrew.bishop@dpiw.tas.gov.au) 
Photo taken by Jane Lovibond
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