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	Happy New Year!
Your committee met on Jan 20th, in person this time not just an email get-together. Andrew was in Hobart so it seemed an ideal time. We have various events in the pipeline and further details will follow as things firm up. The plan at this stage is as follows:

Shortly after Easter – a N/NW organised and hosted event to which all members will be invited.

Late June – a musical event in the south is being planned by Jabra in collaboration with his fellow southern creative counterparts. This will be open to the public and will showcase fellows’ talents.

August?? Annual Dinner to coincide with 2009 presentations.

September 27th a Get-together with Gemma Webberley at Runneymede.

Sunday Nov 29th – the annual BBQ and celebration of Churchill’s birthday. 
Name badges have been produced for all members; we hope you will wear these for CFA events and at other times.
Out and About!    
Numerous fellows have been in the public eye of late, how delighted I always am to see this and eagerly cut out each item ready for mention in the next newsletter!  Please keep it up.
In early December Robert Parker (1994 fellow) was reported as hoping that special Federal Government payments and enthusiastic Christmas expenditure might  flow through to the retail areas – with the economic situation as it is, small businesses in particular are watching financial developments carefully.   
High via the Tasmanian Online Network delivered to them online by Patricia. The students took part in a nationwide broadcast. Check out their work at  http://www.defence2020.info/nationalchallenge/index.html  

You may have caught a performance from IHOS, director Con Koukias (2004 fellow) in January as part of Mona Foma Festival – Borders was featured at the Peacock Theatre. It was a performance in bite sized pieces, 3 x 15 mins focusing on the predicament of the stateless man.  Con composed the work and the libretto was developed by Lyndall Edwards.

Also in January saw the arrival of Cyril Brown AKA Ryk Goddard (2005 fellow) – Cyril being comedy’s mediocre, middle class, middle aged man on a mission to tell Australians that they can be as dull as they like! If you haven’t caught this entertaining production check The Alley Cat Bar, Nth Hobart on Thursdays 29th Jan & Feb 5th, tickets just $5 at the door.  The world’s first self un-improvement seminar with such catching segments as – the seven habits of highly ineffectual people, why men look at women in summer, why people over 30 should not go to nightclubs and more!

We were also told in early January that Jim Cane (1996 fellow) is to retire after over 30 years of dedicated service to the Royal Botanic Gardens – you may recall in 2005 Jim paved the way for us to hold Pete’s Picnic in the Park as part of the 40th year of Churchill Fellowships. One of Jim’s special contributions to the gardens was the establishing of the Tasmanian Seed Conservation Centre. 

[image: image3.png]


 More January news came from Ian Norton (1982 fellow) pushing the Launceston City Council in his role as alderman, for assistance schemes for residential solar hot water systems. You may recall Ian is also a snake expert and at this time of year regularly reminds us to be cautious when outdoors and leave any snake handling to the experts.

	    BBQ Sunday November 30th
This was a very casual and pleasant occasion, as it has been in previous years. Just relaxed chat and fellowship and the cutting of the excellent cake provided by Annette with icing assistance from Erin – if you haven’t yet sampled this, you have missed a real treat. Rumour is that Roger plans to bring a tin to take home any left-overs next time!
Great this year to have the various grandchildren, in fact shortly after Erin produced Annette’s new grandson Luke, a little brother for William pictured here. (with the bottle)
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Also in December Steve Biddulph (1980 fellow) was standing up for the rights of asthma sufferers to  

 breath clean air. Not only an author and psychologist of some significance, Steve has a passion for the environment and various humanitarian issues. Check out his website at http://www.stevebiddulph.com./Welcome.html 
In December your secretary Patricia Corby (1978 fellow) headed off to the mainland for a 2 day trip with 4 Tasmanian students who had won a National Defence 2020 Award following their successful entries in a National Competition to explain how they felt the Defence Force could be a responsible citizen. Two of the students were   receiving part of their education at Bothwell District 
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Again whilst on the subject of local government, alderman John Freeman (1971 fellow) has decided not to stand again in October for the Hobart City Council. John has ably served Hobart for some 20 years and is keen to travel and take a breather.

A wonderful full page in the Mercury on January 4th was devoted to the work of Kevin Perkins (1982 fellow) As you are no doubt aware Kevin is a very talented furniture design/maker who loves working with Tasmanian timber.  His home down the Huon exemplifies his craft and the pictures shown with the article were stunning.  I particularly liked the carved Cape Barren Geese on the roof, the large windows which seem to capture magnificent views, the descriptions of Tasmanian Oak and Huon Pine parquetry and of course, the sight of all those tools so orderly displayed (I am glad he hasn’t been in my garage lately!) 
Kevin is rightly classed as a living treasure by Craft Australia –  pictures of his work at http://basement.craftaustralia.org.au/LivingTreasures/20071106.php 
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This is the poster the committee had designed and produced and which will be displayed to encourage applications.  
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             What’s been happening since your Churchill Fellowship?
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Louise Gilfedder (2006 Fellow) hosts US ranchers’ visit

Sheldon Atwood, Mark Kossler, Mark Orchard and Charley Orchard from Carrus Land Systems www.carruslandsystems.com  visited Tasmania IN November 2008 to talk to Tasmanian farmers and conservation organizations about the development of alternative and diversified income sources based on conservation and good natural resource management. Louise Gilfedder of the Department of Primary Industries & Water (DPIW) met the Carrus partners during her Winston Churchill Fellowship in the USA in 2006, and was very interested in the business approach they brought to conservation. They recently were keynote speakers at the Stipa Native Grasses Conference in Victoria, so Louise invited them to Tasmania. 
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Carrus Land Systems LLC is an organization of experienced land management professionals who share a common vision for improving ecological outcomes on a large scale. They are purchasing rangeland in USA in order to pursue land-based opportunities that promote permanent ecological integrity across the landscape. They use efficient and innovative enterprises to maximize long-term profit, and place importance on cultivating respect and appreciation for the social fabric of communities and cultures in which they operates. 

Carrus ran a workshop for a small group of farmers at ‘Somercotes’, Ross on 18th November explaining their approach. Carrus also visited a number of Tasmanian farmers and were overwhelmed by the warmth and hospitality they were given.  Highlight was a visit to Tom Gibson Nature Reserve with DPIW biologist Nick Mooney. Nick was trapping for Tasmanian devils and the visitors got a great view of a healthy male, a lactating female and a diseased male, along with a fascinating insight into carnivore and marsupial ecology and biology.
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DPIW and the three Tasmanian NRM Regions jointly hosted the workshop through support from the Designer Carrots Program. This program is part of the Market-Based Incentives (MBIs) Capacity Building Programme funded by the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality through the MBI Pilot Programme. Louise has actively been involved with developing and implementing MBIs since her exposure to these innovative approaches through her Fellowship. She is also currently also involved with EnviroWool – an environmental accreditation program for Tasmanian wool being developed by Roberts Wool Link. These ideas were also explored through the Churchill Fellowship.

Comment from Churchill House

The 50th Anniversary of the Trust falls on 12 April 2015. This anniversary is clearly a significant one and would be ideal for the release of an historical account of the Trust and what has been achieved for the benefit of Australia. It could well be a Prime Minister/Governor General type ‘launch’.

The history of the Churchill Trust is inarguably unique and is an account over a fifty year period of the topics and areas that were of most interest and concern to Australians for which Fellowships were then subsequently awarded. For the historical account to have wide appeal it must be more than a ‘victory’ lap of what has been achieved by individual Churchill Fellows and a thematic approach is probably more appropriate.

A project to commence compiling the necessary information to contribute to the writing of an account of the first fifty years of the Trust has now commenced. The essence of this initial stage is to obtain a sense of the stories of the Churchill Fellows and the impact the Fellowship has had on their lives and on Australia. The project will also capture the accounts of those who are not Churchill Fellows but who have played a pivotal and important role in the history of the Trust over a lengthy period.

National Office has already tasked a professional Oral Historian (Lesley Jenkins, a 2004 Churchill Fellow from Queensland) to commence compiling information for the Trust. Lesley will produce an interview CD and a transcript of up to a three hour interview with a number of selected individuals. 

These interviews will be used to provide information for the eventual writing of the history of the Trust. National Office will assess these first interviews and if we consider this approach suitable more interviews will be organised. The Churchill Trust and the interviewees will have joint copyright over the CD and transcripts. 

Closely linked to the achievement of the Churchill Trust in its fifty year history is what the impact has been on the lives of the recipients of Fellowships. Sponsors especially are very interested in the outcome of their very generous donations. Over the last few years, a small number of Fellows have been approached on this issue and summaries compiled and sent to some sponsors. However, it is probably timely to approach a complete year of Fellows, say those who were awarded their Fellowships five or ten years ago and invite them to respond to a questionnaire addressing this issue. Many Fellows advise the Trust that their achievements would not have been possible without the Fellowship experience.
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It is worth noting, however, that out of a group of say 100 who received their Fellowship five years ago, the Trust has lost contact with about 30% because Fellows move or change their employment and then do not advise the Trust of their new contact details. Surprisingly, a small number of Fellows advise the Trust that they do not wish to receive any further correspondence from the Trust. 

I hope to provide more details as we progress both of these important projects.  

Paul Tys 

Chief Executive Officer

Churchillian Reflections

[image: image12.jpg]


As most of you know fellow George Brown takes an avid interest in history, he often loans me books he believes will either interest me or hold information I would benefit from absorbing. A recent loan included the 2 volume on Winston Churchill by Randolph Churchill covering his boyhood years and as a young statesman up until 1914, both very readable if I can admit to dipping in and out to access particular points of interest to me.  One quote I have heard before – just the first sentence - is here in full and therefore the more accurate and to me important, particularly in our world at this time. In 1903 Churchill had commented “War attracts me and fascinates my mind with its tremendous situations. What vile and wicked folly and barbarism it all is”
I own a couple of Churchillian books myself, my real favourite being one by his daughter, Mary Soames (you recall that she was kind enough to write to us all on the occasion of the National Gathering when it was held in Hobart in 2004). This one is called ‘Winston Churchill – His Life as a Painter.’ I think what interests me most about this book is that it shows the side of Churchill often overlooked by publications which focus on his days as a statesman and in particular his endeavours during time of war. Churchill once said about his art “A man can wear out a particular part of his mind by continually using it and tiring it, just in the same way that he can wear out the elbows of a coat by rubbing the frayed elbows; but the tired parts of the mind can be rested and strengthened, not by merely rest but by using other parts….
I wonder sometimes in this rather busy world if we get the balance of life always right, that of work and that of leisure, of public life and of time with family, that which constitutes employment and that which we do voluntarily just to support or help others because we can and they need us. 

Coming your way in 2009!
Your committee is addressing the issue of name tags which has been raised at various social functions, particularly our annual dinner. We have had made a name badge for each fellow with our Tasmanian Logo, it is one we hope that you will wear not just for Churchill Association events but one wherever a name badge is required. Just by its design we hope it will not only act as a name label but also as a conversation point. When it appears in your letter box, please wear it with pride.
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Recognise these people? Our hard workers at National Office, Canberra just gearing up for a flood of 2009 applications – have you spoken to anyone to encourage them to apply this year? If not, there is still time!





                            Paul, Meg & Louise.





Please appreciate that this is a scan, just to give you an idea what to expect








PAGE  
5

