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	Celebrating Churchill’s Birthday
[image: image3.emf]
Wednesday 30th November
What a great night was had by the 36 members and friends who attended the celebration of Churchill’s life on his birthday 30th November! It was a privilege for the group to have as their guests, His Excellency, the Governor Bill Cox and his wife Jocelyn. 

We were also delighted to welcome Paul & Lori Tys from The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust Office in Canberra and grateful that Paul honoured us with a short talk focused on the life of Churchill. The address is included here in our newsletter for those unable to attend the function.
Our host George Brown together with the excellent service and hospitality of The Tasmania Club made the night a memorable one. To whet the appetite of those not present our menu choice offered the following:
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Tasmanian Club

Entrée

Antipasto Plate

A variety of smoked meats, seafood with Mediterranean style marinated vegetables

Char Seared Chicken

Marinated in Asian flavours
Main Course

Ocean Trout

Fresh Ocean Trout Fillet sandwiched between slices of sweet potato, egg plant, English spinach and aged cheddar

Prime Aged Beef

Roasted eye fillet with caramelised

 Baby onions and roasted garlic

Desserts
Tasmanian Poached Pear

Poached in white wine and finished with a caramel anglaise

Apple, Almond and Cinnamon Strudel

With vanilla ice-cream
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Have you ordered your special limited edition bust of Churchill? 
Cost $130 plus P & P $6.80

Contact Roger McNeice
8 Orana Pl

Taroona TAS 7053 

62279272  rogermcneice@our.net.au
Churchill’s Birthday Dinner Speech

Your Excellency the Governor and Mrs Cox, Mr George Brown, our host in these beautiful premises, Mr Roger McNeice, President of the Tasmanian CFA Churchill Fellows, Ladies and Gentlemen.

The reason that we are here together this evening is because of Sir Winston Churchill and the now very much admired Trust that was established to remember him. Let me comment briefly on both Churchill and the Trust.

Churchill was born, prematurely I might add, on November 30 1874 in a small room at Blenheim Palace Oxfordshire that served as a Ladies’ cloakroom. He died quietly after a week’s coma caused by a stroke, at his Hyde Park London Home on January 24, 1965, aged 90. 

When he passed away it was said, ‘the greatest heart in England had ceased to beat’. He had served his country fearlessly, doggedly and selflessly – wonderful personal attributes that are still so very relevant today.

 A month after his death, on the 28th February 1965, a most remarkable fund-raising effort was held in Australia and through the generosity of our Nation, a large sum of money was collected to establish The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust - and I should add that the Governor and George Brown took part in that initial fund-raising effort.

So today, November 30 2005, is a day of special significance to us because it is firstly, the anniversary of Churchill’s birthday, now some 131 years ago, and of course the year 2005 is a special year for the Trust because it is our Fortieth Anniversary.

All of us in this room would be very aware that the Churchill Trust has, as its principal objective, to perpetuate and honour the memory of Sir Winston Churchill by the award of Memorial Fellowships that we know as ‘Churchill Fellowships’.

I recently read a presentation by Professor David Copolov entitled, ‘Why is Churchill still relevant?’ when he delivered the Fourth Eric Osborn Oration at Queen’s College, University of Melbourne in May of this year.

In his brilliant and revealing presentation, Professor Copolov took his audience through a recollection of important facts about Churchill – some humorous - that contribute to his continuing relevance today. These include:

· Churchill’s leadership – Churchill’s leadership philosophy was that, ‘every decision has to be forced to a clear cut issue. You must continually drive the vast machine’. Churchill demonstrated a decision-making style that is entirely worthy of emulation by those at the helm of great organisations today – one that contrasts markedly with many of the principles being espoused by modern management ‘gurus’.

· Churchill’s skills in oration – a very well known fact, but one of Churchill’s friends Lord Birkenhead said, tongue in cheek, that, ‘Churchill has devoted the best years of his life to preparing his impromptu speeches’. Nonetheless, Churchill’s relevance to the contemporary world is that he reminds us of the power and value of oration.

· Churchill’s depression. Like many great achievers Churchill suffered from depression - the ‘black dog’ as he called it - but he overcame this by a great belief in his own abilities, ‘we are all worms but I believe I am a glow worm’ he said.  Churchill’s depression allows us to give hope to the many people in our society who suffer from depression that it is possible both to have the disorder and achieve a great deal in life. And finally,

· Churchill’s sense of humour. When he was voted out of his Prime Ministerial Office in 1945 he refused a knighthood from King George saying, ‘I cannot accept the Order of the Garter from my Sovereign when I have received the order of the boot from his people.’ Sometimes we do take ourselves too seriously and humour can serve to defuse many tense situations.

For the Churchill Trust, the most valuable asset we own is undoubtedly the Winston Churchill brand, embedded with timeless emotional and rational attributes that are still highly relevant today. By remembering Churchill and his values and qualities, I think the world can better face the very testing changes and challenges that confront us. 

Turning now more specifically to the Churchill Trust and what it is that the Trust does? I think this can be summed up by the phrase – contributing to the betterment of the Australian way of life; indeed, anticipating the strategies we need to change or adopt in the Australian community to protect or enhance our quality of life.

This of course is done through the award of Fellowships to Australians to fund an overseas visit and then of course, the writing of the all important Fellowship Report. That is how the community dividend is delivered – through the reports – and one of the privileges and delights of being in the Churchill Trust’s National Office is that we get an early read of the Fellowship Reports as they come in before they go onto the Trust’s website. 

The Reports – always fascinating and enjoyable – make enthralling reading. They also differ enormously from each other in style and approach. However, the one thing they have in common is that sense of discovery and this sense of discovery was expressed very well by a 2003 Churchill Fellow (Scott Fowler) when he wrote in the introduction of his Fellowship Report;

‘The experiences of completing a Churchill Fellowship can make one feel – wonderfully – like you are living through Gulliver’s Travels. It is an exercise in believing that there is more to be found than what is on the maps we are given – that there is something afoot to be discovered for your country: that Australians, like Lilliputians, can rope the giants, and that we can find ways to do things better, and bring the results home for the benefit of Australia.’
If you consider that we have now had almost 3,000 Fellowships awarded nationally in the 40 years of the Trust’s existence, the Churchill Trust’s influence has clearly been a significant one across the nation – a very important contribution to enhancing and improving the quality of life of Australians has been made because of the investment by the Churchill Trust in these Fellowships.

And of course, Churchill Fellows themselves are often changed as a result of their Fellowship experience. Like Gulliver, they complete their voyages of discovery and report on their findings. But for many Fellows, the completion of the formal part of their Fellowship experience has marked the beginning of a new phase in their lives. Having gained a better understanding of the lives and cultures and ideas of people overseas, Fellows have become even more vibrant and passionate members of the Australian community.

I use the terms ‘vibrant’ and ‘passionate’ very deliberately because to me they describe someone who has embraced the belief that the best way to predict the future is to create it. That destiny is not left to chance, it is a choice – and to me, having this belief of making things happen, is very much the hallmark of a Churchill Fellow. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I think Sir Winston Churchill would be very proud and delighted with the Fellows’ voyages of discovery and be very pleased and satisfied with his remarkable legacy in Australia – the Churchill Trust.

Let me conclude with a quote of Churchill’s that I often use and which I think sums up the ethos of the Churchill Trust and the Churchill Fellowships very well: ‘we make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give’.

On that note, I invite you all to be upstanding and to toast the memory of Sir Winston Churchill.  ‘To Sir Winston Churchill’.










Paul Tys
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Churchill Fellows 3rd National Convention

                        9-12th June, 2006
                Queen’s Birthday Weekend
Friday Evening 9th June - Lord Mayor’s Civic Reception Brisbane City Hall 6pm

Saturday 10th June The day’s events will focus on the city centre and South Bank precinct and there will be a choice of:
· Lectures & Presentations by local fellows

· Visits to local fellows workplaces featuring prepared displays

· Guided tours to galleries exhibiting work by local fellows

· Lunch own choice from local restaurants

· Convention dinner at night.

Sunday 11th June - Local church services option then events to focus on the Roma Street Parklands

Amphitheatre presentations, Musical items &Artistic performances

Gardens tours featuring vegetation and sculptures. Lunch on the lawns

Monday 12th Breakfast at Southbank.
Register your interest with Jane Virtue – 3 Hawk Pde, Thornlands QLD 4164  jane.virtue@bigpond.com  
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Congratulations to Dr Trevor Beard named as Tasmania’s Senior Australian of the Year 
Congratulations to Brian Sims awarded an AM in the Australia Day Honours 2006
