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Dates for your Diary

Annual Dinner Friday 21st August –
See further information in this mailing for details

 September 27th Tour of Runneymede and talk with Gemma Webberley (2008 Fellow) 

BBQ Sunday November 29th

Celebrate Churchill’s Birthday, wish your colleagues an early Christmas greetings!
Please mark these in your diary now – further information will follow with times and travel details 
As mentioned in our last newsletter -name badges have been sent out to all members; we hope you will wear these for CFA events (and especially this year’s dinner) and at other times. Anyone who did not receive theirs should let the secretary know.
Special Royal Honour
John Chilcott the former official secretary to the Tasmanian Governor and who has been so supportive and helpful to the association received a personal honour on the Queen’s Birthday honours list published in London.
	He was appointed a Lieutenant of the royal Victoria order (LVO) for services to the crown. John retired in late April after serving 4 Tasmanian Governors.
 Out and About!    
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Read below, a great day at the Museum. Many thanks to organiser Andrew Bishop 
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Trevor Beard is currently in Cambridge to join the week-long debate about Charles Darwin and his legacy, a highlight of the University's 800th anniversary since its foundation in 1209. He is accompanied by three of his children. George Brown has also been in Ireland and had a wonderful time.
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What’s been happening since your Churchill Fellowship?
[image: image10.jpg]



Debra Mackeen - 2007 Fellow Currently in Aragumbay, Sri Lanka
Sustainable management systems/markets for recovered waste materials

 
I’m really sorry I’ll miss this years Churchill dinner.  I truly would love to be there and hope there will be more Churchill Fellows setting of to study the subject of ‘rubbish’. Mine was really a turning point for me and I am so grateful for the opportunities as a result.  I hope my study report, shared with Ministers and Government agencies, has aided my home state to progress initiatives in solid waste management.  Initiatives that will support skills, industry and enterprise development in resource recovery, provide financial support mechanisms to improved waste management systems and stem the wastage of waste.  

The year of my study tour, I took up the position of Tasmanian Branch President of the Waste Management Association of Australia, coordinating a successful seminar on the business of resource recovery. Visiting international speakers were among the contacts made on my Churchill study tour.  Confirmation of the quality of the information these speakers had to offer came when they were invited back to Tasmania to present to a national conference on the subject of waste management and climate change in Launceston earlier this year. 

I have now taken up the position of Programme Manager of the Environmental Remediation Programme for the United Nations Office for Project Services, located in the eastern province of Sri Lanka. The programme, due to complete in 2011, is made up of three distinct projects – solid waste management, surface water drainage and environmental restoration.
The solid waste project is working with twelve local government areas and is implementing recycling systems and household collection services.  The programme is constructing landfills and compost facilities and installing a reprocessing plant for recovered plastics and medical waste treatment facilities.[image: image11.jpg]



My sincere gratitude to the Churchill Trust for continuing to provide such fantastic opportunities to many Australians.  The Trust Board is to be congratulated for their ongoing belief in everyday Australians and the value that international studies on social issues, innovative ideas and industry initiatives can provide.   

Have a wonderful and enjoyable dinner in August and best wishes to our new Churchill Fellows 
PS the photo is our senior management team for the project. We were attending a strategic planning workshop. 
 
Andy Warner – 2001 Fellow Currently in Bangkok

Private Forestry Extension Services

Since completing my 2001 Churchill Fellowship to the Southeast USA that compared the ways farm forestry information was provided by the universities, government forestry extension agencies and consultants, I have maintained an active interest in applying Australian farm forestry extension principles overseas.

I retired in 2007 and am now involved in part-time project work in Southeast Asia, currently based in Bangkok. I have had good contact with the Faculty of Forestry at Kasetsart University in Bangkok, over the past decade and this helped to identify some opportunities for ongoing applied research of several models for delivering farm forestry to advisors and growers, as well as facilitating data analysis for research and commercial plantations.

I have also been involved in English editing for the University’s scientific journal, drawing equally on my science-based background and English teaching training. I am steadily learning more Thai language, but it is a challenge as they use a different script for writing and there are different tones, so that the same word can mean “come” “horse” or” dog”, while worse still, the word for “banana”  is only a subtle tone inflection different from the word for “penis”! The Thais have a good sense of humour, fortunately.

I have been able to travel extensively in rural Thailand and Laos, enjoying the food, the friendliness of the people and the scenery. While the weather is hot and humid for several months, I have no regrets at trading Tasmanian winter weather for temperatures around 30°C and though it does rain heavily, it is not cold!
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Of Museums, Galleries, and Stars”

 A Day at the Museum 2nd May 2009
On a crisp but sunny day early in May this year a group of Churchill Fellows, family, and friends, predominately from the north of the State, were treated to a fascinating insight into the work of a conservator, brushed up on their astronomy history and some algebra, and partook of a lovely lunch and fellowship at the ‘Of Museums, Galleries, and Stars” event held in Launceston. 
The event provided an opportunity for ‘meeting, greeting and learning’.  There were thirteen of us in all and we gathered mid-morning in the foyer of the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery at Inveresk.  Even at its start I think this event already had achieved one its main aims that was getting fellows, family and friends together and providing opportunity to catch up with old faces and meeting new people.

The Conservation building was our first stop to meet with Linda Clark, Objects Conservator at QVMAG.  Taking us behind the scenes Linda showed us a range of artefacts that compose the Sydney Cove collection.  The Sydney Cove is Tasmania’s oldest shipwreck and was wrecked in 1797 off Preservation Island in the Furneaux group.  Shoes, bottles, cannon balls, dyes, and even pepper and tobacco had been painstakingly extracted from the wreck and now were laid out before us in various stages of restoration.  We were privileged at being given this sneak preview of the objects that are destined to form a new exhibition and display at the Museum.   Linda’s patient explanation of the objects and the processes that went into their preservation left one in no doubt that a keen eye and a very large dose of patience are essential characteristics of a conservator!  I think Linda’s use of the various objects to tell the story of the Sydney Cove was fascinating and appreciated by all present. The main visual memory I have is of a large table covered in tiny blue and white fragments of china each painstakingly labelled…and the fact that Linda and her staff were progressively assembling these fragments!
From the wreck of the Sydney Cove to the wonders of astronomy and the discoveries of recent centuries.  Everyone’s favourite astronomer Martin George delivered a fascinating presentation that took us on a journey from the earliest beginnings of astronomy as a science through the fascinating discoveries and discoverers of recent decades and on to a small glimpse into the possible future of an ever-expanding universe.  And what sticks in my mind?  Martin’s closing statements of the mystery of the ever-expanding universe and the mysterious energy that drives it.  Martin’s delivery of the material was both informative and entertaining and a wonderful mental stimulus for us all. 
Andy supervising a group from the university in tree measurement.

















Visiting a local temple to give food to the Buddhist monks – all their food is donated every day by the public.
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