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	This ‘mini’ Newsletter comes to you sooner than anticipated but hopefully will be as welcome as the last!

Thank you to those folk who have expressed their interest in and appreciation for the newsletter. Keep in mind that contributions from members are very much appreciated so if you have something of interest happening in your area, have been on a trip or to a conference of interest, please do share your thoughts and happenings with us.

This edition we are privileged to have received a contribution from life member Elvie Munday.
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Elvie reflects on her 31 years with the Trust which have been so rewarding and which have brought her so much happiness with “her” Fellows.

.

“Could I come to the Churchill Trust which was situated in a demountable building at the ANU and “fill in” for 3 weeks”?  This was the question asked of me back in l970.  I had not worked since my marriage in l961and I was not sure what the Chief Executive Officer, Dr Ivor Meddleton would expect of me..  At that time the Trust was publishing certain Final Reports and the first one I be a large part of my life. Some time ago I introduced my daughter Karen to one of the ACT Fellows – she said, “I am pleased to meet you – Mum says that I am to ask you to sing at her funeral!”

Dr Meddleton retired from the Trust in l976 and at that time I was appointed Assistant Executive Officer. My duties included all details regarding Churchill Fellows – helping many of them with their applications and, when successful, handlingall aspects of their travel and administrative arrangements. . This included my being able to meet the new Fellows personally by attending various State Presentation Ceremonies and Churchill Fellows’ dinners.  It was wonderful to hear the speeches about their Fellowships as well as them meeting the “lady from Canberra with the grey hair” who would be helping them with their arrangements. ( I am sure that some of the early Fellows were responsible for my premature greying!) At the State Churchill Fellows’ dinners the earlier Fellows would laugh at the advice I passed on to the new Fellows – particularly on how to wash and dry their smalls, keep notes every day no matter how tired they were and if they wanted to go to extra countries or to see a Broadway show they could “at their own expense!!.” (Elvie's 4 special words.”!!

At the Presentation Ceremonies, held in the various State Government Houses, the recipients - most of whom were extremely nervous - would arrive with their guests and I would try to reassure them that everything would be OK and that they should enjoy the wonderful experience of being presented with their Certificate of Award and badge by the Governor. It was also important to remind them to put on their badges and to wear them with pride. I came to understand their nervousness when, in l993, I was at Government House in Canberra accepting my Order of Australia Medal.  I was awarded this for services to The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust of Australia and I felt extremely honoured to accept this Award.- although I accepted it on behalf of all Churchill Fellows. It was wonderful that I was able to share this day with one of the ACT Churchill 
	was asked to edit and type was by Mr Cyril Henschke.a Winemaker/Manager from South Australia.  Mr Henschke studied new developments in wine making..  An extremely fascinating and interesting Report. (He also produced the most wonderful wines that were used exclusively at Churchill Trust functions).  Next I was asked to edit and type a report by Mr J Chaston, Building Inspector and Town Clerk, City of Brighton, South Australia.  Mr Chaston  investigated and obtained information on the collection, treatment and disposal of garbage and refuse. What wonderfully diverse and interesting topics!! As I learned more about the Trust and it’s Fellows I realised that it was something very special, something that really did help Australians from all walks of life and through them, and the knowledge that they gained, it helped Australia.

When Dr Meddleton asked me to work full-time for the Trust (school hours only for the first couple of years) I was well and truly “hooked” by this wonderful organisations and the diverse nature of the Fellowships that it offered. So more than 31 years and four Chief Executive Officers later I can quite definitely say that, apart from my own family, the Churchill Trust and all it stands for became my life.  I like to think of the Churchill Fellows as being my Churchill family and to most of them I am “Mother Elvie.” I took my responsibilities to the Fellows very seriously and when I retired I had been “Mother Elvie” to 2468 Churchill Fellows. Although I am retired from the Trust I continue to have contact with many of the Fellows via email, which is wonderful, and I am so happy to see Churchill Fellows when they visit me at home.  I am sure that “my” Fellows will always  

David Young who was also accepting his Order of Australia Medal.

For the new Fellows this was their special day and it concluded with a Churchill Fellows’ Dinner in the evening where they gave a talk about their project and what they hoped to achieve.  My task for the evening was to listen to their speeches and try to match them up with earlier Fellows in a similar field who could help them with contacts etc. They were also told that the welcome mat would always be there for them at Churchill House in Canberra. . 

This closeness with the Fellows did not cease after they returned from their Fellowship travels – as I have told them often – they will be Elvie’s Fellows until I die. The ongoing personal relationships formed with so many have included their families, their happy times and their sad times.  Whilst overseas “Dear Elvie” postcards were obligatory and I think I received the most postcards of anyone in Canberra.  Even now early Fellows send me postcards to my home address whenever they are overseas (“at their own expense.”) and I love receiving them.

I believe that I have had the most rewarding and interesting career one could wish for and I will always follow the work of the Churchill Trust  and “my” Fellows with great pride.  I have indeed been blessed and I am very glad that I accepted the original 3 week offer!
Elvie Munday

elvie@orac.net.au
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