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	Hello everyone - Roger is off with Jill exploring the globe so will be back here next Newsletter with his usual snippet from the President. As he hopes to visit the New Churchill Museum opened in London in February he will have much to tell us. Meanwhile as secretary, I bring you news of recent events, my thanks to all association members who have assisted me here to do so.
What a busy few months it has been!

We have had a number of special events so this newsletter will endeavour to fill you in about each of these.

Northern Meeting March 20th Mt Ireh Estate – home of Susie & Martin Dumaresq (fellow 1995)

(report by fellow Barry McNeill, photos Pat)
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One of the most exciting aspects and joys of being part of the Churchill Fellows' family is coming into contact with the great variety of fields that are involved. At the annual dinners my wife and I never cease to be amazed at the programmes of the new fellows and the reports of those who have returned.

The pilgrimage to Mt Ireh, the family property of Martin Dumaresq (1995), was an extension of the enrichment that fellows bring to us all, without forgetting their contributions to the community.
For me the visit to the Illawarra Road 

Chapel, with which the family has a long and intimate connection, was a special highlight. I have called in on a number of occasions over the years to see the building and pay homage at the modest grave of the great artist Tom Roberts. This time it was also a pleasure to view the interior and learn of the histories associated with this special place.
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The weather that Sunday was perfect and the garden setting for our lunch shared with the Governor, delightful. Many thanks to Martin and Susie for their hospitality and the chance to share the history of Mt Ireh.
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Barry McNeill (1968). 
Heritage in the Antipodes – Monday 21st March Organiser Graeme Corney- 2000 fellow based at the Tasmanian Heritage Office. This was our first 40th Anniversary public event. Graeme co-opted the willing services of QLD fellows Jill & Gerry 2002 & SA 1996 fellow Brian to assist, a wonderful inter-state sharing.
(report from Graeme)A dedicated group of heritage enthusiasts were treated to a day of discovery when past Churchill Fellows explained the depth and breadth of heritage in Tasmania.

The poem above sums up the bloomin’ marvellous morning Churchill Fellows and interested visitors had at Pete's Veggie Patch, Botanical Gardens.
Roger McNeice and Jim Cane spoke to a growing crowd of about 50 people of the Churchill Fellowship and what they did during their fellowship. 
Peter Cundall, standing near flourishing tomatoes and cabbages that were growing as we watched, entranced the audience and convinced everyone of the value of the fellowship for him and the outcomes and benefits for the wider community.
After Peter's inspirational talk, many people wanted the brochures about the Fellowship and took the opportunity to talk with Churchill Fellows who were there.
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With great excitement the large iced cake, resplendent with the logo of the Tasmanian Association and the words '40th Anniversary of Churchill Fellowships’, was then cut.
The cutting of the cake was a wonderful moment, as two of the first four Tasmanian Fellows in 1965, Lindsay McLeod and Dr Trevor Beard, did the honours. 
Over cake and coffee, people then lingered to catch up and generally have a great time, until the rain eventually moved everyone on.

	Many layers of history are displayed at Mt Ireh. 
There is an extensive array of outbuildings dating from the convict era and the remains of cottages provided by the Dumaresqs to the previous convict labour force, many of whom chose to remain after their release. This assemblage is complemented by the homestead complex. The main building, its courtyard and gardens also 

display the patina of many layers of history. It is not a grand architectural statement like Panshanger but a record of a family's achievements over many generations. I think that we all felt that it was all the more interesting and the warmer for this.

What a responsibility and demanding task families like the Dumaresqs have in maintaining these extensive and important heritage collections, particularly when original uses have long since passed. There is clearly a need for some form of special public assistance or taxation allowances to assist in this ongoing task.
[image: image8.jpg]


But Mt Ireh is not only a heritage site. It is a modern working property adopting the latest farming techniques to meet the challenges of new markets and different cost structures. We were all impressed with the sustainable environmental approaches being implemented.
The day began at St Mary's Cathedral in Hobart, where Gerry Cummins and Jill Stehn unveiled the recently restored Hardman's stained glass window and explained the processes they used to restore vitality and brilliance to the amazing craftsmanship.
Next stop was Tasmania's Government House, where Graeme Corney explained the history behind the building including details of architectural style and its surrounding gardens. 

A change of pace was enjoyed over lunch at historic home Narryna before heading to a presentation on AW Pugin by Brian Andrews, Heritage Officer for the Catholic Archdiocese. 
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(thanks to Julie & Mike O’Brien for photo)
Participants were particularly impressed by the knowledge and enthusiasm shown by the presenters. In all, the event not only showcased "Heritage in the Antipodes" but the value of the Churchill Trust in providing opportunities to expand knowledge of professionals within Tasmania."

Picnic with Pete – Sunday 10th April, 

Royal Tasmanian Botanic Gardens, host Jim Cane 1996 fellow & special presenter Peter Cundall 1974 fellow.  Public Event (report from Judy Travers, photos from Roger McNeice, scanned in)
The sun was shining, 
The veggies were bloomin' 
Picnic with Pete 
Was a fantastic treat' 

As one visitor said ' I can't believe my good fortune[image: image9.jpg]


 - I came to the Botanical Gardens today as a tourist and I have not only met Peter Cundall and had a
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talk with him and had a lovely bit of cake, but I have also learned about the Churchill Fellowship. When I go back to Queensland I will follow this up"
All in all a very worthwhile and memorable morning for all involved. 
‘Banged up with Julia’ - April 17th Port Arthur (Public Event) Unfortunately this event had to be cancelled, Julia Clark (fellow 1989) had been painstaking in offering her services and juggling things when Ministerial visits looked like causing difficulty but the fact remained that bookings were insufficient to go ahead – our conclusion was that timing of this event was too close to Ten days on an Island events and that it should be re-offered later in the year. Our thanks go to Julia for her support and interest in sharing her work.  


Next get -together for all fellows and partners will be the annual dinner to be held after the presentation of the 2005 awards, we will advise you when this date has been set and the subsequent dinner arrangements made.  It will be at this dinner that alongside the talks by returning fellows and those by new recipients that we will hold our annual election of office bearers.  Please start thinking who you would like to act as office bearers and committee members for the year 2005/6.
You may like to mark Thursday 30th November as a special date in your diary – an event open to the public, co-hosted by your association and Hadley’s Hotel to celebrate Churchill’s Birthday, a fun evening for all.
It has been great to see the publicity given to the work of fellows in recent months whether it be on keeping the Derwent River clean & healthy with Christine Coughanowr (fellow 2001) hobnobbing with Danish Royalty by life member, George Brown (fellow 1978), speaking up on behalf of patients requiring affordable wound care by Prof. Sinka Sinha (fellow 2001), sharing the news of return of historic convict crafted sandstone urns to Port Arthur from Julia Clark (fellow1989), chasing up more research to help our beleaguered Tassie Devils by Kathryn Medlock (fellow 2003) or being named on the Tasmania Honour Toll for Heather Innes (fellow1976) – all are important happenings and it is great to share them. 

Please, in this 40th Anniversary year, take every opportunity to tell people about your fellowship, and the work of the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust. Encourage members of the public, those you work with and those you socialise with to apply for a fellowship and thus

bring further benefit to our community by doing so.

Details they may need:

The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust

Churchill House

30 Balmain Crescent

ACTON ACT 2601

Postal Address – GPO Box 1536, Canberra ACT 2601

Phone: 02 62478333 or free call 1800 777 231

Fax: 02 62498944

Email: churchilltrust@bigpond.com
Website: http://www.churchilltrust.com.au
Till next newsletter – and please excuse any omissions or inadvertent errors here, life has been a trifle hectic!

Regards

Pat. (Secretary)

