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	2008 Fellows are taking off!   
LINTON KERBER

Linton received his fellowship to study approaches to community sport and recreation infrastructure provision.  He set off on 10th October and send this email shortly after from Canada
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Hi Pat

Thought the photo of Winston and I might be an interesting one for the website perhaps? Churchill square in Edmonton. Not a bad photo of the old guy!

The Ice Hockey is a good way to fill in time on thanksgiving. Have lots of meetings organised once I get to Calgary. Tomorrow I make contact with the Edmonton office – hopefully will be very busy here for the next three days.

A professional contact in Calgary is going to take me to another ice hockey game, a grid Iron game – and meetings with Calgary director of recreation – and the provincial president of the Alberta Recreation and Parks Association.

Apart from Immigration at Edmonton Airport – everyone here is fantastic. Not sure whether I look dodgy – or whether they couldn’t get their head around the Churchill Fellowship Idea. Fortunately I had a letter acknowledging the Fellowship – otherwise I was nervous about a quick return trip!

It is great to hear news from fellows as they travel! 
As we hear from others on route information will be shared.
Out and About!  Did you see this week’s Mercury? Julia Fassina (2003 Fellow) program co-ordinator of Girls on the Move encouraging girls and women to take up the training offer to help riders of motorbikes, scooters etc avoid accidents – This program is supported by MAIB, BikeWorks Training and DECA training.
 Trevor Beard (1966 fellow – one of our esteemed ‘originals’) continues to push us to think about our salt intake. In the Mercury October 6th he told us that the daily salt intake recommended by the Heart Foundation has again been lowered and that if we wish to look after our hearts we should take heed.  It was at Dr Beard’s suggestion that Cripps Bakery began making salt free bread back in 1983. At aged 88 Trevor continues to push his concerns for our health, he gave a free talk to the public at the University recently and remains an honorary fellow at the Menzies Institute. 
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Paul Johnston (2008 fellow and already catching the media eye!) reported as saying the TMAG building has charm and is a Tasmanian Icon, in his role as Tasmanian Chairman of the Royal Australian institute of Architects 20th century Building Committee he is taking a strong interest in the planned redevelopments. I discovered when catching up with Andy Gamlin (2002/2 fellow) that he and Paul share an office. Andy remains as ever, constantly working on new initiatives and projects and drawing on his overseas contacts to enlighten his work. I suspect we will hear more from him shortly.
Mindful of the need for all Churchill fellows, new, old and those in between (!) to use every opportunity to publicise their work and their Churchill connections it was good to see a photo of Gemma Webberley (2008 Fellow) popping up in the social pages at the recent launch of the National Trust Icons Competition. Gemma sets off on her fellowship in April 2009.

Those of you watching the Pulp Mill process will have noticed our Peter Cundall (1974 fellow) in the news, it seems he is now facing Don Burke in a gardener’s stand off….. …
	 Dates for your Diary

   BBQ Sunday November 30th
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Celebrate Churchill’s Birthday
Bring your own BBQ ingredients, gas BBQ supplied, celebratory birthday cake will be cut and shared.

Family and Friends welcome.  
RSVP to the Secretary as this is helpful for Annette, the cake chef!!

As promised at the dinner, returning fellows are being given opportunity to share more about their trips than the brief time possible at the annual dinner, Angela tells us more later in the newsletter – could you mistake her enthusiasm?? 
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 I caught up with Jabra Latham (2006 fellow) on Friday – full of enthusiasm, he is not a fellow to hide his light under a bushel, something we should all be thankful about.  He is committed to assisting the committee to arrange a musical event in 2009 and tells me that already Constantine Koukias (2005 fellow opera/music theatre) has composed a new piece for Jabra (classical saxophone). Con wrote his work, The Angel Called Out - Take On Light for alto saxophone and piano, as part of an effort to bring Arts Fellows together. Complete with glass rods placed inside the body of the piano The Angel Called Out will be premiered in coming months by Jabra and pianist Karen Smithies. Constantine is director of IHOS Opera and composition instructor at the Tasmanian Conservatorium of Music and Jabra when not assisting secondary students at a local high school to re-engage with work, is a freelance saxophonist and instructor of saxophone and chamber music at the Conservatorium.
At a recent staff recital at the Conservatorium, the Mercury critic commented that Jabra ‘demonstrated his flexibility and agility extracting depth, warmth
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And eloquence in performing Handel’s Sonata No3 using alto sax and Vivaldi’s Sonata No 6 in G Minor.
I can’t wait till this Fellows’ Music event, hopefully Tania Bosak (2003 fellow) will be back in the state to join in and if we are very lucky we may be able to entice maestro Christian Wojtowicz (1969 fellow) to join them.  Christian played in a September concert with colleagues Keith Crellin, Rachel Bremner and Karen Smithies at the Conservatorium Recital Hall which featured works by Brahms, Schubert and Mozart. Christian’s fellowship enabled him to work with Pierre Fournier in Zurich and later with Andre Navarra at the Paris Conservatoire.
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             What was your Churchill Fellowship all about?
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Catch up on Fellows News
In 2007 I was awarded a Peter Mitchell Churchill Fellowship to examine performance events which aim to create a shift in ideas and perceptions within a community, with emphasis on social and political empowerment. For the purposes of my fellowship, I defined empowerment as either building social capital within a community or self efficacy within an individual; in laymen’s terms, giving people knowledge and confidence to change. 

My research was undertaken by attending theatre, engaging in dialogue and conducting interviews. Sometimes answers were found, other times more difficult questions arose, but my desire to create work for social and political change was always nourished and inspired. 

I did not limit my research to one style of theatre. Instead, I investigated a range of performance styles ranging from developmental theatre and theatre in education in South Africa, to cutting edge political theatre in Northern America and large scale outdoor events in the United Kingdom. I touched upon both Augusto Boal’s Theatre of the Oppressed and David Diamond’s Theatre for Living, but was most intrigued by the new forms of theatre that have sprung from culture jamming, guerrilla theatre and ‘social acupuncture’.

This fellowship broadened and challenged my own definitions and ideas about performance. I was continually inspired and intrigued by the work of artists, activists and social workers who are defining new theatrical genres in response to the growing complexities of modern society. One trend is the experimentation of ways of creating discourse as the performance, as opposed to creating a performance to stimulate discourse. There is also a persistence of practitioners who seek new venues in response to the privatisation and corporatisation of public spaces. Examples range from the Reverend Billy accosting shoppers in local shopping malls, to Billionaires for Bush hijacking media opportunities, and Darren O’Donnel taking over hair salons with eight year old hairdressers. These forms of theatre excite me as does the power of a festival to build ‘community’. 

I am also excited by performative psychology as a tool for empowerment and a science that has documented the process and benefits of playing theatre games, improvising and performing. All of these tools allow people to learn new ways of being themselves, to try on new possibilities, to retrain patterns of behaviour, to increase confidence and ultimately, gain self efficacy. 
A massive thank you is extended to everyone who allowed me to visit their company or provided their time to be interviewed, often when swamped with deadlines and other pressing matters. Especially to those who went beyond the call of duty and offered accommodation, tourist information and friendship. Special thanks to all at the San Francisco Mime Troupe, Lantern House International and Laura Myers Consulting. Let’s keep talking! And to the Churchill Trust; thank you for a truly life changing experience. 
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Angela Driver

Co-executive Director

Streets Alive Youth Arts Festival 

PO Box 898   LAUNCESTON     TAS    7250  + 61 (0) 409 146 978angeladriver@hotmail.com.au 

A meeting with Sir Winston Churchill in Toronto [image: image12.jpg]


(Andrew Bishop 2002/1 Fellow)

Sir Winston really gets around!  When I think back on the countries I have visited and, lo and behold, I see Sir Winston’s familiar figure carved in granite, in bronze, or some other media.  He is always looking out proudly across an area dedicated to his memory, and testimony to his international influence. As a Churchill Fellow, there is something extra special in seeing his carved presence in foreign lands.    

So it was that Hilda and I were fortunate to be able to spend two weeks of our recent two months world travels in Toronto and the Niagara Falls region in Canada.  How surprised was I (or perhaps I shouldn’t have been by now) to see a familiar figure standing atop a rocky plinth beside the square directly outside our hotel in Toronto.   Immediately adjacent to Nathan Phillips square and just beside Speakers corner, the towering statue of Sir Winston clearly stamped his influence on his surrounds (pictured).

A quick bit of research revealed that he has stood here at the edge of Nathan Phillips Square since 1977 when he had been presented to the City of Toronto by the Churchill Memorial Committee aided by the generosity of a beneficiary Henry R. Jackman, O.C., K.St.U., Q.C.  The committee had commissioned Oscar Nemon to create the statue and it was officially unveiled by Sir Winston’s grandson, Winston Spencer Churchill MP.  The plaque beneath Nemon's statue reads:

"Winston Churchill 1874-1965.  His faith and leadership inspired free men to fight in every quarter of the globe for the triumph of Justice and Liberty”

The site was re-dedicated in 2004 by the Churchill Society for the Advancement of Parliamentary Democracy and the International Churchill Societies – Canada.  A quick visit to the web provided the remarks made by Chairman of the Churchill Society for the Advancement of Parliamentary Democracy.  I have included these remarks for your interest.
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I mentioned that our sojourn in Canada was part of our travels which saw us visiting, in addition to Canada, the Philippines, India, Argentina and Brazil.  We are regular visitors to the Philippines where Hilda was born so by now the visit there was like visiting a second home.  Stand out memories include first hand experience of Typhoon Frank as it swept through the Luzon region and though initially a bit wet the remainder of our stay was wonderful, warm, and sunny.  Onwards in our journey we headed to Northern India.  Though I have previously visited the Taj Mahal before, this was Hilda’s first visit.  Hilda had been looking forward to her visit there and wasn’t disappointed.  The Taj is truly a travel highlight and one of those must do’s especially for us romantics!  A week in Buenos Aires and soaking up tango and the turbulent history of the country and then onto Brazil and the sun-drenched Copacabana and Ipanema beaches of Rio de Janeiro.   Rio really is the centre of samba so a visit to samba alley was well and truly memorable. In a jiffy we were trying out some of those famous Samba costumes (pictured). I can assure you this is the first and last time you will ever see me looking like such a goose…though a very flamboyant goose.  On the other hand, I think Hilda was born to be a samba dancer!  The Canada experience enriched by our meeting with Sir Winston, was topped off with several days exploring the very beautiful and impressive Niagara Falls and surrounds.  Though often labelled as ‘touristy’, certainly the historic Maid of the Mist boat trip to the base of the Falls was memorable.  If you ever travel to Niagara Falls allow several days to really experience all facets of the falls and the very beautiful Niagara Valley.

An exciting two months all up but it sure was nice to return home to our safe little island.  I look forward to meeting Sir Winston once again on future international journeys.

Andrew Bishop

Swire Group Churchill Fellow 2002

Sunday September 21st  - 11am  Visit to Grandvewe Cheese Farm  

What a great occasion this was for the 25 or so fellows, family and friends who went to visit with Alan Irish and partner Diane Rae. The explanation of how cheese is made, what animals produce the best milk and why, the sampling of cheeses and Alan’s wines plus an update on where they hope their venture will move ahead to next and a most informative look around the operation – we were royally treated indeed! I will include a few photos and hopefully add more to the website when time allows.
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2008 National Churchill Fellows’ Convention   
Adelaide SA 4th - 6th October, 2008
This was a truly great few days, I had a wonderful time and was only sorry there were not more Tasmanians there to appreciate it as well. When photos arrive to me I will include them and a short explanation of what a splendid idea these conventions are in our next newsletter.
Meanwhile congratulations to our SA colleagues for a great convention.

Get ready to head to Victoria in 2010 and WA in 2012!
The lambs which got everyone’s attention, especially some!





I think Jill was checking out potential ‘take-aways’!





Diane explaining about cheese making.





Alan sharing samples with Bruce Chetwynd & Birgit
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