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Message from the President Terri Simpkin

Welcome to the Tasmanian Churchill Trust’s newsletter.

As you may know, I have stepped into the role of President for 2009 following in the footsteps of immediate past President, Roger McNeice.  

I would like to pass on my gratitude to Roger for his dedication and hard work over the past twelve months and I hope that I will be able to continue the good work.  Thanks also go to retiring Treasurer, David Laskey who kept us on the straight and narrow with all things financial.

Of course, thanks also go to the entire committee for their commitment and endeavours during the past year.

Please see below for the names of this year’s committee.

One of the most rewarding and fascinating elements of being a Churchill Fellow is the sense of community.  It is a community that is diverse and inspiring, worthwhile and enriching.  

The depth and breadth of knowledge and skill possessed by Fellows as a collective is truly astounding and I’d like to make sure that we celebrate and harness that.    

So, as part of the incoming executive I wish to add value to this community and in doing so invite and encourage Fellows to voice their opinions and ideas so that the committee is able to meet the expectations and needs of the Fellowship community.  I can be contacted on the email address below or through our 

It was particularly special that Linton Kerber was able to attend the dinner with his wife Wendy and her parents, Mike & Margaret Moreton and that he was able to share his very special fellowship trip.

We said vale to Linton on September 11th, 10 mths after he was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumour whilst half way through his fellowship trip. His determination to write his report, share his findings and uphold all values of the Churchill Trust was inspiring. Patricia Corby & Angela Prosser-Green represented the association at his memorial service on Saturday 19th September.
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News from Fellows unable to attend this year’s dinner

Angela Driver (2007 fellow) is the proud mum of a baby boy, Otis who was then around 6 weeks old.

Peter Cundall (1974 fellow) juggling appointments at different ends of the state. Pheroze Jungalwalla (1985 fellow) Andy Gamlin (2002/2 fellow) Tania Bosak (2003 fellow) Lou Rae (1991 fellow) Andy Warner (2001 fellow) Debra Mackeen (2007 fellow) Tim Dooley, Paul Johnston (both 2008 fellows) all overseas. Bernardo Leon de La Barre (2007 fellow) at the Science Fair Launceston, Julie Hawkins (panel member) admiring grandchn in WA, Alex Jerrim (1985 fellow) currently working in Melbourne, Chris Arnol (2007 fellow) whipped up by the WA fire service Bill Turner (Panel Chairman) looking after Karin who was unwell, Daphne & Don Gregg (1966 fellow) who had flu, Bridget Arkless, Vicki Russell (2001 fellows), Annette Downs (1997 fellow), Geoff Smith (1992 fellow) Laurie Miller (1984) Judy Travers, Graeme Corney (2000 fellows) Jeanette Fisher (2002/2 Fellow ) Anthea Vreugdenhill (2005 fellow) Derek Cropp (1987 fellow) Robert Parker (1994 fellow) all keen but tied up with home or work commitments. 
	ever capable secretary, Patricia Corby.  Please do not hesitate to contact me.

I look forward to a prosperous and exciting year ahead and I look forward to meeting with you all over the course of the year at one or several of the scheduled events.

Committee 2009/10 –

Gemma Webberley, Annette Downs, Phil Watson

Roger McNeice & George Brown (honorary life members)

Andrew Bishop – Vice President

Treasurer – Annette Roehrer

Secretary – Patricia Corby

President – Terri Simpkin (contact me – terri@uptomischief.com.au)
Dinner follow Up!
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It was great to welcome our new 2009 fellows to our association and to hear them speak of their fellowship ambitions:

Anne Kelly                                             Gina Bashford

Darren Hopkins                                     Phillip Smith
We were also privileged to hear from returning fellows:
Linton Foster                                  Gemma Webberley

Brad Williams                                 Linton Kerber

Thank you to all those members who donated raffle prizes, the successful winners were:

5kg Cherries – Siggy Roehrer

Home-baked Iced Fruit Cake – Anne Kelly

Wine – Brad Williams

Wine – Louise Gilfedder

Parker Pen – Sally Dakis

Voucher – Bruce Chetwynd 
OUR SECRETARY WINS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD.
 

On 28th September Patricia Corby was announced as the Tasmanian State winner of the prestigious Microsoft Award for Online Learning, at a conference in Darwin. As we all know, Patricia does nothing by halves and puts her all into anything in which she is involved, so perhaps this award comes as no surprise! Not only does Patricia enjoy the work she does with her students, but she realises the importance of it. Obviously other people do too and appreciate Patricia's efforts and intense hard work. I am sure all other Fellows join me in congratulating Patricia on this award.

Well Done Pat!
Angela Prosser Green 

http://www.microsoft.com/australia/education/teachertools/innovativeteachers.aspx
Dates for your Diary

BBQ Sunday November 29th
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Celebrate Churchill’s Birthday
Waterworks Reserve Site 1

Bring your own BBQ ingredients, gas BBQ supplied, celebratory birthday cake will be cut and shared.

Family and Friends welcome.
RSVP to the Secretary as this is helpful for Annette, the cake chef!!
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What’s been happening since your Churchill Fellowship?
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Tales from our intrepid gardener Peter Cundall 1974 Fellow
Leatherwood and Winston in American

One of Tasmania’s most beautiful plants (Eucryphia lucida) is, for some inexplicable reason, commonly known as ‘leatherwood’. In summer thousands of these small trees are covered with white – occasionally pink - sweetly-scented flowers, creating enchanting displays on the fringes of our cool rainforests. Leatherwood honey is highly fragrant and has a unique, quite delicious flavour. For years we could buy it as brick-sized, crystallised blocks, tightly wrapped in thick, greaseproof paper. 

In 1974 I was honoured with a Churchill Fellowship to allow me to study overseas; They gave me a small bundle of visiting cards on which my name was printed, plus a request that as a Churchill Fellow I was to be given every assistance. And these tiny cards worked like magic, opening doors and opportunities right through the United States, Britain and South Africa.

However, I also decided to take several Tasmanian leatherwood honey ‘bricks’ with me to hand out as gifts. I began to regret this decision when US Customs opened my aromatic, sweet-smelling bag at Los Angeles airport. Bells rang, buzzers sounded and a large group of grim-looking officials gathered, sniffing, poking and passing my fragrant parcels around. My attempts to describe leatherwood honey seemed to make them even more suspicious. Desperately I unwrapped one to expose a sticky golden chunk, sliced off a few slivers and begged them to at least do a taste test. Within minutes there were smiles all round and I was allowed to pass through with my precious cargo more or less intact.

It was my first visit to America, so the following morning I rose at 5 am to walk the streets and ‘watch the city come to life’. To my astonishment, the streets and cafes were already thronged with people. It appeared to be a national habit for everyone to have breakfast on their way to work. Some places advertised a ham, egg and re-fill coffee breakfast for only 99 cents so I decided to pop in and get my money’s worth. I was handed a plate containing several pancakes topped with fried ham and one egg. Before I could stop him, the large African-American waiter poured a huge dollop of sticky syrup over the lot. 

“How do you like your coffee?” he bellowed. I stared at the sticky mess with horror. “Just white please” I said nervously. His eyes widened. “Hey” he bawled looking around “here’s a foreign guy who wants white coffee”. The room instantly fell silent. Then everyone started to laugh. He looked at me sadly. “You know there’s no such thing as white coffee man – we only have brown coffee here in America – but you can have it with cream if you like”. I was beginning to learn.

Amazingly I enjoyed my weirdly-sweet breakfast. As I travelled through the US I found I could easily survive on this cheap, daily diet - plus an occasional ‘submarine’ (a giant bread roll stuffed with sausage and salad) at a total cost of around $3 a day. I wandered happily through most major cities as I crossed America, mostly staying with friendly people contacted through organic-growing groups. And gradually my load of leatherwood honey grew lighter. I finished up in the Catskill Mountains in northern New York State.

When I handed over my last leatherwood honey brick to my hosts, it was received with polite but wary curiosity. “How do we eat it?” they asked before carefully storing it at the back of a cupboard. 

As with most other places I was invited to address a large audience at a local garden club about organic growing and landscaping practices in Australia. 

During question time a member of the audience wanted to know about my first impressions of American life. I’ll never forget the head-shaking response when I confessed my initial shock at seeing what I gathered was maple syrup poured over my ham and egg breakfast. “That stuff was just flavoured sugar-syrup” someone called “you should try our real Catskill Mountain maple syrup”.

About a month after returning to Tasmania, I received a large, heavy parcel. Carefully packed inside was a large jar filled with syrup. On the label was written: ‘GENUINE CATSKILL MOUNTAINS MAPLE SYRUP’.

With it came a letter thanking me for speaking to the garden club and adding the following postscript: ‘By the way Peter, thank you so much for your mysterious gift of Tasmanian leatherwood honey. At last we’ve discovered how to eat it. We’ve found it utterly delicious when spread over our ham, eggs and hotcakes”!!
2010 Churchill Fellows 5th National Convention
Friday 22nd October - Sunday 24th October
Melbourne, Victoria

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet Churchill fellows from across Australia and also to see behind the scenes of some fellows’ places of work. The convention is held every two years, 2008 in Adelaide was brilliant but sadly our secretary was the only one able to enjoy it. With the proximity of Melbourne to Tassie, what about trying to make up a larger party of Tasmanian next year?

Put this date in your calendar now!
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Churchill Sayings (from The Wit and Wisdom of Winston Churchill” James C Humes.)
“We shall all come through! We cannot tell when, we cannot tell how, but we shall come through.’
The question we must ask ourselves is not whether we like or do not like what is going on, but what we are going to do about it”
Comment from Churchill House
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One of the many comments made to me by Churchill Fellows about their Fellowship experience is that they often describe their award as a ‘life-changing event’. When this comment is made by Fellows who received their award 25 years ago or even longer, the comment clearly carries considerable weight and validity. I can even relate to this personally to some extent as my father is a 1970 ACT Churchill Fellow and I can recall the profound impact his Fellowship made on his life in both a professional and personal way. 

Fellows comment that as a result of their Fellowship, doors opened, business and professional opportunities arose, their own self-confidence grew enormously and their standing in the organisation from which they came was enhanced. Fellows comment further that when a career change was considered and eventually embraced the Fellowship experience influenced their lives in directions they had not even contemplated when they first applied for a Fellowship.

I think it accurate to say that with a Churchill Fellowship everyone benefits – the individual because their determination, drive, dedication and enthusiasm is recognised, their organisation because one of their own number is recognised for excellence, and Australia because the Churchill Fellow returns with skills and information not readily available here.

In the words of one Fellow (Peter Batten 2008 CF), ‘I left Australia aware of how much I didn’t know and I returned having learnt that it is not what you know or what you don’t know, it is what you do with the resources you have at hand. During my Fellowship I met a group of people who were further ahead of me on their learning journey, but equally passionate about working with this population (people with Autism/Asperger’s Syndrome) but equally passionate about working with this population and brutally honest about their own lack of wisdom when they started. What follows (in my report) is my attempt to improve the way we in Australia work with young people with Autism/Asperger’s Syndrome.’ I am sure that many Fellows can relate to these sentiments expressed so well by Peter.
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The Australian community is enormously enriched by the knowledge gained from overseas and I think it interesting but not surprising, that the topics proposed for study in the Churchill Fellowships often mirror the concerns of our society at the time. In 2009 for example, the topics range from assisting Indigenous communities, climate change, the national curriculum for schools, helping children with learning difficulties or hearing loss, child sexual abuse intervention strategies and managing chronic disease. I also think it a real strength of the Churchill Trust that a number of Fellowships outside these core or mainstream concerns are awarded. Hence a number of Fellowships deal with topics such as identifying lost portraits of Australians killed in the First World War, improving the quality and rigour of secondary education in the area of philosophy and ethics, and developing innovative cultures of entrepreneurship and venture investing. There are also Fellowships for the Arts including orchestral and operatic conducting and classical music teaching.

To the 2009 Churchill Fellows I say prepare yourself for this life changing experience and embrace all the richness that it offers. The Fellowship gives you an opportunity to investigate the best ideas in the world, to do things you never thought possible and to meet people who inspire you in your chosen field. A Churchill Fellowship catapults you into a position to contribute to our country – few people have that opportunity and I urge you to grab it and make the most of it.

Paul Tys  Chief Executive Officer
Runneymede fellows Visit 27th September 2009
Thanks to Gemma Webberley (2008 Fellow) the former family home of a lawyer, Anglican Bishop and whaling family was opened up to a dozen Fellows and friends.  Gemma led us through the Regency villa with an expert discussion that departed from the normal historical perspectives and allowed us an insight to the challenges and joys of working in and preserving a house museum.


In a rare commentary on the complications of maintaining an historical property, Gemma explained the painstaking and vital task of working with modern environmental impacts such as climate change whilst remaining faithful to period techniques and traditions.  Gemma illustrated how her knowledge and skills, enhanced by her Fellowship to the UK, had assisted her to manage potentially disastrous events such as a slow roof leak and mould growth.

Afternoon tea was an additional highlight.  Butterfly cakes, slices, warm savoury tarts and scones topped off an extraordinary afternoon.

Thanks to Gemma and the staff at Runnymede for a fabulous event.

  Terri

U3A Clarence
Our association was responsible for a very successful session of talks throughout the winter term at Clarence U3A – so successful in fact that we have been asked to contemplate doing another!

	June 15th
	Patricia Corby - Introduction  to fellowships + Community based work with teenagers 1978

	June 22nd
	Lawson Ride -The Cancer Council Tasmania - Cancer Control - 1999 Fellow

	June 29th
	Mike Harris - Radical advances in amateur radio - 2005 Fellow

	July 6th
	Andy Gamlin - Wooden Boats - 2002/2 Fellow

	July 13th
	Barry McNeill - Architecture Town Planning - 1968 Fellow

	July 20th
	Annette Roehrer - Education for Spinal Injury Adolescents - 1992 Fellow

	July 27th
	Roger McNeice - Medals & Coin Conservation - 1984 Fellow

	August 3rd
	Andrew Bishop - Integrated Pest Management - 2002/1 Fellow

	August 10th
	Terri Simpkin - Activities and programs in tourism and hospitality - 2004 Fellow

	August 17th
	Patricia Corby - Final Round Up - Selections, Panels etc


Thanks to everyone who took part and a special thank you to Annette Roehrer who Chaired July 20th & 27th whilst our secretary was in QLD, Judy Travers who volunteered for July 27th and then was ill, & Roger McNeice who leapt in at the last minute to take over Judy’s spot.

Many bookmarks have found new homes and an enthusiasm for what a Churchill Fellowship means is now rife in Clarence U3A whose members are busily spreading the word!
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