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 2008 New Fellows!
INSPECTOR TIMOTHY DOOLEY

Tim will study youth intervention residential care programmes for at-risk youth aged between 12 and 16 years. Tim will travel to the United States and Canada.
LYNTON FOSTER

Lynton is awarded the Jack Green Churchill fellowship to study artisanal farmhouse cheese-making techniques, particularly the application of microfiltration technology.  Tim will travel to France and Ireland.

PAUL JOHNSTON

Paul is awarded the A.V. Jennings Churchill Fellowship to study contemporary design developments in social housing.  Paul will travel to the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden and Finland.

LINTON KERBER

Linton will study approaches to community sport and recreation infrastructure provision.  Linton will travel to Canada.

GEMMA WEBBERLEY

Gemma has been awarded the Gallagher Bequest Churchill Fellowship to examine the sustainable practices required to maintain house museums in the 21st Century.  Gemma will travel to the United Kingdom.

BRADLEY WILLIAMS

Brad will study the use of traditional lime products in architectural sandstone conservation.  Brad will travel to the United Kingdom.
Out and About! Were you listening to City Homicide on Monday September 1st??  As I was lazing back in a B & B at Swansea on one of my East Coast School trips I heard mid episode some guy trying to sort of blackmail a character and saying ‘You have applied for a Churchill Fellowship haven’t you? They are very prestigious, wouldn’t want anything to spoil it’ How’s that for unexpected publicity!
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Peter Cundall (1974 fellow) remains passionate about the environment and is appearing regularly in the media relating to the Pulp Mill. Whatever beliefs each of us may have on these issues, Pete’s commitment to what he believes is to be admired. Also good to see Pete at this year’s dinner.

Peter talking with Bill Cox, Ian Cameron, Martin George, Clyde Selby in background.
Mary McCrae (1975 fellow) had hoped to join us at this year’s dinner but following yet another lot of hip surgery was not able to make it, we wish her a speedy return to full mobility.
Steven Smith (1991 fellow) now living in QLD made a weekend visit back to TAS to take in both the annual dinner and his daughter’s graduation.  Leigh Woolley (1999 fellow) also attended after a break of a few years. Ian Cameron (1972 fellow) won the raffle for the free night’s accommodation at Hadleys and so was also in attendance. Great to see these folk along with out regular attendees.
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Don Gregg chats to Robert Mallett whilst Clyde checks out the wine.
	 Dates for your Diary

Sunday September 21st  - 11am
Visit to Grandvewe Cheese Farm  

59 Devlyns Rd, Birchs Bay,
Come and enjoy a sample of cheese and wine, a chat on the balcony overlooking the most magnificent water view and then take a tour of Alan’s cheese production area.  You are welcome to bring family or friends with you.

Cost $5 donation 
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Transport – provide your own but notify Pat if you would like a lift or have a space to take another passenger. 

Directions – Travel towards the Huon, signs start as early as Woodbridge, the turn is right off the Channel Highway.

Further Information at: 

http://www.grandvewe.com.au/grandvewe-cheeses-tasmanian-sheep-cheese 

RSVP prcorby1@bigpond.net.au or 62602120
BBQ Sunday November 30th
Celebrate Churchill’s Birthday
Bring your own BBQ ingredients, gas BBQ supplied, celebratory birthday cake will be cut and shared.

Family and Friends welcome.
Steve Biddulph (1980 fellow) has recently been quoted in The Mercury as advising that children should be allowed to start school later and that boys especially benefit from starting when developmentally they are the more ready. His comments are in line with those of Britain’s Professional Association of Teachers that also indicates not haste is necessary. Steve has been down south speaking to parents at events organised by Playgroup’s Tasmania.

Andy Warner (2001 fellow) has now been about 9mths in Thailand and tells me the lifestyle change is pretty good, hopefully we will gather a newsletter item from him shortly.

George Brown (1978 fellow) had a nasty fall just prior to the annual dinner but is now home and well on the mend.

Brian Sims (1977 fellow) has contacted me to say he has six volumes, 1->V1, of  "The Second World War" by W.S.C. He is sure that these writings are readily available in libraries to those who seek, but if any of our members wishes to borrow one or more volume for study, research or merely interest, please contact him on  (03) 6225 2562.

The Honourable William Cox
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We are delighted to confirm that life membership of the Tasmanian Churchill Fellows’ Association was accepted by Bill Cox at our annual dinner – following a careful summarisation by Roger McNeice of the lengthy association Bill has had over the years with fellows, Judy Travers presented him with framed life membership certificate and commemorative Churchill paperweight.
Office Bearers 2008-9

President – Roger McNeice OAM
V/President – Teri Simpkin

Treasurer – David Laskey

Secretary – Patricia Corby
Committee – Andrew Bishop. Phil Watson, George Brown, Annette Roehrer.

A very big thank you was made to past serving committee and most especially to Judy Travers who is stepping down from the presidency this year due to work commitments.
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             What was your Churchill Fellowship all about?
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Catch up on Fellows News
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Patricia Corby (nee Harris) awarded her fellowship to look at Community-based Treatment of Young People especially girls, with a view to keeping them out of trouble and away from the court system or residential placements.
It is a grim day when contributions from fellows are so slow to reach me that you are left with no choice but to put up with a catch up on where life has taken me since my fellowship way back in 1978!  Still it may answer a few questions I have been asked in recent time.
Back in 1979 I was just setting up the Omaru Community Youth Centre in Launceston as a Senior Child Welfare Officer with the then, Department of Community Welfare.  We were trialing preventive work and hoping to work with the young people from families often struggling in the community. The fellowship was a magnificent opportunity to see what was happening in the UK, then the leader in this field. Not only was the trip hugely beneficial from a work point of view, it was also very worthwhile in terms of personal growth and confidence in the ordinary person’s ability to affect change. My passion then was to assist young people before major problems developed and to prevent as far as we could children coming before the juvenile court system.
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Children were identified as ‘at risk’ by schools, community agencies and individual personnel, minor misdemeanors which attracted attention of the police etc. We attempted to work with families providing support through informal round the kitchen table chats, offering after-school and holiday activities – the most obvious times young people got in to strife - and by constructive advice when times were tough. These years were some of the most rewarding of my career, working with families who wanted to help themselves and yet faced enormous difficulties often to do so. Our centre was a pilot in the state and received a large degree of national attention. Sadly in the early 1980’s preventive work was seen as not easy to quantify in terms of ‘success’ and the centre began to struggle to obtain sufficient funding from officials who wanted to see figures to justify it. Likewise the era of social work when it was thought that the client should say what they want began, a philosophy which did not sit easily with me as I believed many families were where they were as they did not either know what they want or have the means to orchestrate achieving it if they did.
I returned to the Education Department (I had a British Social Work Qualification and a NSW teaching one) and initially worked as a teacher’s aide with youngsters attempting integration from special schools around Launceston into mainstream high schools. Whilst doing this P/T I completed a BA in Humanities from Deakin University.  I had married in 1981 and wanted to be around the home for my step-children. I went back to full-time teaching in 1986 at Ravenswood High then St Helens D.H. 1988-1996, St Marys D.H 1997-2001 before moving south to my present school, Geilston Bay High to start 2002.

I was keen to switch back to Education as I believed that here was another area where preventive work was possible, so many children who are struggling in the community show evidence of this when at school and if the work I had wanted to do through Community Welfare wasn’t possible there then maybe it would be within schools. As a teacher I believe strongly in pastoral care, that a child learns best when they are settled, feel valued and what is offered to them is appropriate to their ability, learning style and situation. There are many ways that a teacher can offer education whilst caring about the whole person and working with the life experiences that a child brings with them each day to the classroom.
In the early to mid 90’s when my marriage broke down, I filled the extra time getting to understand the internet and using a computer. So began my introduction to what I now do everyday, teach online! Tasmania has students scattered around the state in schools of varying sizes, not always is it possible to offer a full range of subjects in each school location. Sometimes too students need a more personalized curriculum path or a different style of learning, perhaps to communicate with others beyond their immediate surrounds. 
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The Tasmanian Online Learning Network, of which the Online Campus to which I am attached as a senior mentor is a part, offers courses to secondary and 11/12 students in a variety of subjects.  It also offers special projects to primary age students for 6-8 weeks duration. The aim is to first meet the needs of rural schools – my current classroom has students from Flinders Island, Triabunna, West Coast, Deloraine, Bothwell to name just a few regions. The work is delivered with an accent on interactivity through online discussions, interactive scenarios, emails etc. I keep regular contact with students who are supported onsite by staff in their base school and I visit once a term. It is a refreshing and interesting way to teach and believe it or not provides lots of opportunity for pastoral care or that special part of preventive work I have enjoyed so much – being there to listen to students talk about what is important to them, not just in their work but in their life.

The location and label of my work since receiving a fellowship have changed but the content, beliefs and aims have not. Helping people where they are and fostering support networks within the community remains of critical importance to me.
2008 National Churchill Fellows’ Convention   
Adelaide SA 4th - 6th October, 2008
Do you enjoy meeting interesting people who have sought to lead Australia towards excellence in all sorts of endeavours? Make the National Convention a date in your diary. Our South Australian colleagues will be sending more information shortly but if you know now you are interested please forward your contact details to our secretary Patricia who will ensure you are kept in touch.

News to hand includes activities centred around Adelaide city, its parklands, Zoo, visit to Carrick Hill (http://www.carrickhill.sa.gov.au/history.html) Adelaide Wine Centre and sharing the work of South Australian fellows.

Check out the website, book online!   http://www.churchillfellowssa.org.au/convention.php
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