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	Annual Presentation & Dinner August 18th, 2006

Congratulations to Louise, Tim, Ben, Jabra & Brian on the awarding of your fellowships! We all had a wonderful evening sharing the auspicious moment of your presentation then welcoming you into our association at the dinner. The Governor also presented medallions on the successful completion of their fellowship to

Ryk Goddard, Stuart Thorn, Julia Fassina, Mike Harris, Anthea Vreugdenhil and Mark Salter.  

The talks by our four returning fellows, again showed the huge and diverse range of topic which fellowships can cover. Our new fellows then gave us a snippet of the tours they hope to undertake and about which we will be sure to hear more next year.  
Talks by Returning Fellows:

Mike Harris – Amateur Radio
Anthea Vreugdenhil – Dementia & exercise benefits

Ryk Goddard – Schools for emerging artistic performers

Julia Fassina – Contemporary Juvenile Justice issues
2006 Fellows:

Jabra Latham – Classical saxophone
Brian Looker – Museum diorama & model construction
Ben Kearney – environmentally friendly packaging  
Louise Gilfedder – conservation and farming

Tim Penny – Innovative school designs 

	AGM

At this year’s AGM the follow committee and office bearers were elected. We would thank all those who nominated, volunteered and offered themselves for election.  

President: Judy Travers
Secretary: Patricia Corby

Treasurer: Stuart Thorn

Northern rep: Wayne Tibbitts
Committee: David Laskey, Ryk Goddard, Phil Watson Terri Simpkin.
Ex-offico Life members: George Brown, Roger McNeice.
Raffle

We would like to thank those association members who donated this year’s raffle prizes which were eagerly latched on to by the recipients, Lou Rae very keen to claim more than one!

Les Blakebough

Angela Prosser-Green

George Brown

Phil Watson

Robert Parker

New member

Welcome to Deb Terry (nee Miller) a 1999 NSW Fellow. Deb received her fellowship to look at Thermal Power Plant Designs.
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Bookmark this site:

http://www.churchilltrust.com.au
Applications open for 2007 on 1st November2006 and close 28th February, 2007

Who are you encouraging to apply?


An Asian Adventure

Andrew Bishop (Swire Group Churchill Fellow 2002/1) and his wife, Hilda, recently spent six weeks exploring Thailand, Vietnam, China, and the Philippines.  Andrew provides a short account of their big adventure.
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Cultural diversity, fantastic scenery and lots of history present an irresistible combination that lured myself and Hilda to countries in South East Asia and China during July and August of this year.  The reason we selected the combination of destination countries we did was more a matter of pulling together lots of goals to ‘visit Thailand one day’ or ‘we must visit China’ or ‘wouldn’t it be great to go to Vietnam’.  

Six weeks leave and some forward planning was opportunity to address several ambitions in one go.  I had the very big responsibility of assembling an Andrew & Hilda floating market Thailand

itinerary that satisfied both of our adventure whims but also provided a level of comfort and enjoyment that would truly make our time away a pleasure rather than a survival mission.  I always say planning the holiday is a big part of the excitement…and thank goodness for the internet!

Thailand:  What to visit and where to go in Thailand with 12 days available?  We started off at Bangkok staying in a small hotel on the edge of the city.  Here we became acquainted with the wonderful hospitality of the Thai people.  Bangkok is worth a visit- it is the capital and it caries some history.  If you hate big noisy cities you will hate Bangkok.  Best advice is to ignore the ‘big noisy’ bit and just enjoy…I took my own advice on board after a couple of grumpy days.  Terrific boat cruises and the reclining Buddha takes your breath away.  The Royal Palace, and any number of Buddhist temples give you a feel for Thai culture.  Bangkok also makes a handy centre for the day trip to environs- Damnoensadraki Floating market, elephant shows, snake shows, and Thai cultural shows.  After Bangkok should we go to northern Thailand or southern Thailand?  Chang Mai in northern Thailand won out and we journeyed north to the delightful ChangMai.  A hotel well-positioned amidst the famous night bazaar and lots of exploring of this the ancient Siamese capital makes for a pleasant and educational time.  Martial artists are advised to visit a local Thai boxing match…okay so it’s not for everyone (









Fishing boat Mekong Delta
Vietnam:  Is it Saigon or is it Ho Chi Minh (HCM) City?  Well nowadays it is officially HCM City but one soon realises that the only people calling it HCM City are the visitors whereas all the locals call it Saigon.  The latter is perhaps more evocative of SE Asia and is a much shorter word so that is a useful handle to use. [image: image4.jpg]


 Its funny how images stick in your mind when you travel but a clear impression of our time in Saigon was standing on the balcony of the hotel overlooking the city park, before the crippling heat of the day was upon us, and watching the Tai Chi classes, the bandsmen practising, and the games of badminton being played on makeshift courts.  A city awakening.  Saigon, another city immersed in a colourful history; the Ben Thanh market proved a great attraction as did the numerous street food vendors.  Another ideal base for day trip explorations to visit and cruise the Mekong Delta and to visit the evocative CuChi tunnels.  The latter is a compulsory ‘tourist attraction’ that really puts a human face on the horrors of war. A visit I will never forget and an appreciation for all those caught in the conflicts of the Vietnam War.

China:  A ‘side-visit’ to China is a bit of a wild card when you are touring South East Asia.  It is a bit awkward to get to and it ups the travel budget requirements.  But there were two major drawcards for both Hilda and I in visiting this country; the Great Wall and the Terracotta warriors.  [image: image5.jpg]


For the first we based ourselves in Beijing, and for the latter we based ourselves further south in Xian.  China was very different to what I had imagined and demonstrated a classic and important reason for travel; replacing assumptions with fact.  Were our two drawcards worth visiting?-you betcha.  Climbing a section of the Wall and that first view of Pit One of life-size terracotta troops are never to be forgotten.  They were worth our departure from Australia just on their own.  But in Beijing visits to the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, and numerous other locations, parks and gardens value added the Chinese experience.  In Xian, another not to be forgotten experience was a morning bike ride along the top of the fourteen kilometres of ancient wall surrounding the city.  We started early in the morning and, but for a handful of people, were the only ones quietly riding the wall with great city views on what was mercifully a cool Beijing day.  This one doesn’t get much of a mention in the tourist guides but is a must do.

Fishing boat Bohol Philippines
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Philippines:  Home from home with a return to Hilda’s native country.  I have travelled here several times before and this time was designed primarily for our total relaxation.  No tours or site visits at all.  Entering Philippines via Manila and then a short flight south into the Visayas and the island of Bohol.  Eight days at the lovely Bohol Tropics Resort doing little but relaxing.  If the Thai people are known for their warmth and hospitality the Pinoy people equal or exceed that.  Manila is always worth a visit but the central Philippines provides a quiet and unassuming piece of Paradise, largely undiscovered by tourists.

And so our journey ends.  Six weeks sounded such a long time as we set out but passed in a twinkling of an eye.  So where to next?  We have always wanted to visit Niagara falls…and then of course there are the Pyramids….but what about the Grand Canyon…and….

Andrew Bishop

Devonport
[image: image7.emf]

[image: image8.emf]Out and About

Terri Simpkin 2004 Fellow recently spoke at the Australian Human Resources Institute Regional Conference.  She presented a session with a colleague on building business cases in Human Resources Management.  Terri took the opportunity to have a small stand where conference participants could collect a brochure about Churchill Fellowships or gather a copy of the Annual report – this active marketing is a good way to spread the word and to encourage others to apply for and to understand what a Churchill Fellowship is all about.

[image: image9.emf]Kevin Perkins – Did you see that recently 1982 Fellow Kevin won a national sculpture award for his work in Huon Pine? He took out the 2006 Forestry SA Wood sculpture Prize for his work entitles ‘New Growth”. This competition is a biennial one and the prize is considered one of the most significant wood prizes in Australia – Congratulations Kevin!
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Graeme Corney 2000 Fellow has won an amazing 17 pennant golf matches in a row. These have included victories in regional, southern and state pennant finals in division ns 5 to 3. Graeme has also represented Australia in the over 50 International Masters Hockey Tournament in Seoul where Australia beat England in the final – if you missed Graeme at the annual dinner, this is where he was! Well done Graeme!
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Lynne Farrell 1993 Fellow. In early September Lynne was inducted in to the Tasmanian Honour Roll of Women. This is a very significant honour and our congratulations are warmly extended to Lynne.
Angela Prosser-Green – 1973 Fellow Angela is a very busy community worker. Recently she was one of 3 finalists in the Scobie Car Park Development Plan coming away with a neat $500. On 23/9/06 she contributed a very interesting article to the Examiner Launceston Family Album Series on John Clement MacMichael – adventurer and stockbroker.
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Judy Travers – 2000 Fellow. In August, Judy was invited to the 3rd International Information Communication Technologies in Education Conference in Singapore. She has been asked to follow up with a talk and running workshops for educators in New Dehli, India next year.
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Pat Corby 1978 Fellow, recently presented a paper about online teaching and connecting students across schools using the virtual medium at BbWorldAsiaPac 2006 held this year in Melbourne 10-12th September. Currently as an online teacher with students in her online class from schools as far flung as Triabunna in the east, Winnaleah in the north-east, Bothwell in the central highlands and Rosebery and Queenstown on the west coast she is in a special position to discuss the practicalities and good practices in teaching online. This is the 3rd International Conference where Pat has been asked to present.  What a shame they have all been in Melbourne!!
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Ian Norton 1982 Fellow has been featuring in the Mercury advising us that snakes are out and about early this season and to take care around our properties. Snakes can climb and will find their way in through accessible doors and windows. Yards should be cleared of rubbish and grass kept short – if we see snakes, get an expert to remove. A great picture of Ian and one of his tiger snake friends was included. He was a tad closer than my comfort zone would have been!
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Peter Cundall 1974 Fellow featured on the front page of the latest Tasmanian Senior Magazine as  an ideal example of an active senior. Peter continues to present his various gardening programs, is an active ‘Greenie’ and writes and answers questions related to gardening for a number of magazines.  He is a man who rarely keeps still, activity is what eh thrives on. He is very generous in sharing his knowledge and advice which is appreciated by many.

If you have news of your own or other fellows’ activities, please do get in touch with Pat, as secretary/newsletter editor.

News from Paul Tys at National Office  
[image: image17.wmf]My message in this Comment from Churchill House is very clear and is one I feel increasingly passionate about. We must not forget the namesake of the Churchill Trust, Sir Winston Churchill, in all that has been achieved by the Churchill Trust and the Churchill Fellowships in Australia. The Trust has now sent 3046 Fellows overseas to acquire knowledge for Australia and I am sure that Churchill himself would be proud, delighted and immensely satisfied with the achievements of the Churchill Trust. His legacy in Australia, the Churchill Trust, continues to grow from strength to strength. The great attraction of the Trust was expressed very well by the Prime Minister of the day, Sir Robert Menzies, who said in 1965, ‘that barring some unforeseen cataclysm the  Churchill Trust will still be sending Australians overseas in 100 and 200 years time’. 

I must confess that my strong commitment to the message of not forgetting Churchill was renewed recently when I visited London and parts of southern England. The Cabinet War Rooms at Whitehall, the new magnificent Churchill Museum which is adjacent to the War Rooms, Churchill’s statue looking at Westminster, the Churchill family home at Chartwell in the County of Kent, Blenheim Palace in Wilshire, where he was born, and Bladon, also in Wiltshire where the great man is buried, are wonderful reminders of Churchill. Large crowds visit these places because people are still so interested in this iconic and inspiring individual who from a seemingly hopeless position during the Second World War, by his dauntless and vigorous leadership, rallied the British people and other Western democracies to achieve victory against Hitler’s Nazi war machine, five years later.  He truly was a great man.

Sir Winston Churchill died in 1965 and many Australians born since would not be aware that The Winston Churchill Memorial Trust was formed to perpetuate and honour the memory of Churchill.  The amazing success of the initial fund-raising appeal held shortly after Churchill’s death, was due to the gratitude that the Australians of that time, felt for Churchill.  However, the Churchill Trust also recognises that, with the passage of time, fewer Australians will now remember Churchill or the qualities that made him such a great statesman and arguably the most influential individual of the last century. Many Australians who were alive at the time of the fund-raising appeal may also have forgotten the importance in remembering with gratitude, Churchill.

I think it very important that the Churchill Trust and the Churchill Fellows use every opportunity to recall and mention that it was because of Sir Winston Churchill that the Churchill Trust and the Churchill Fellowships came into being. 
Celebrating Churchill’s Birthday – sharing season’s Greetings
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This year your committee invited you to remember the man who inspired the introduction of Churchill Fellowships and in whose name so many of us has travelled abroad on our quest to gain knowledge to share with our community.
December 3rd 12 – 3pm

On the Sunday closest to Churchill’s Birthday, (he would have been 132 years on November 30th) we have planned a
BYO BBQ at Waterworks’ Reserve (site 1)
Hut 15 has been booked and it would be great to have a chat, relax, and exchange some news with as many fellows and their friends and family as possible. Please take this opportunity to invite along someone you know may benefit from applying for a fellowship and from meeting others who have already done so.  One of the best ways to promote the Churchill fellowships is via word of mouth, let’s use this social occasion to bring a friend or a family member who would enjoy this relaxed chance to chat and hear about various fellows’ Churchill trip experiences.


Whilst it is not essential it would be very much appreciated if you could advise the secretary by Nov 30th if you are able to attend – after all no birthday is complete without a celebratory cake and an RSVP means we have a cake large enough to share with all who attend!

Message from our President – Judy Travers

Firstly let me say how honoured I felt at being elected President of the Association. It is a wonderful association and any feelings of trepidation or inadequacy for the role that I felt, have largely disappeared as I work with such a terrific, dedicated and enthusiastic committee. The committee comprising Pat Corby as Secretary, Stuart Thorn as Treasurer and members Terri Simpkin, David Laskey, Phil Watson, Ryk Goddard, Wayne Tibbits, Roger McNeice and George Brown have made an outstanding start for the year and planning is well underway for some activities and events which will bring Fellows together, highlight their work and importantly, encourage other Tasmanians to apply for Fellowships. I congratulate the new Executive members and I hope that they have a most enjoyable and fulfilling time in the planning of the future of the Association. 
Secondly, I want to take this opportunity to thank Roger McNeice on behalf of all Fellows, for the outstanding contribution he has made over the past years in many executive roles and in particular as President of the Association. His enthusiasm, wisdom, commitment and experience have guided the Association well and have enabled considerable growth and development. I hope Fellows are able to attend events before Christmas, where we can acknowledge and thank Roger for his work. I know that he remains committed to the Association, despite his business workload and we all look forward to his continuing contribution.
The Committee will focus on some key events for 2006/07 and the development of the Tasmanian Churchill Fellows Association website. This website will link to the National Churchill Trust’s website at http://www.churchilltrust.com.au/. If you haven’t visited the site, I urge you to do so. All of the reports of Fellows post 2000 are available electronically. We look forward to a continuing positive and rewarding link with the Trust. 
Finally, I would encourage you all to consider ways in which we can highlight Churchill Fellowships and the extraordinary opportunities that they provide, as well as ways in which current Fellows can continue to meet and share their experiences, thoughts and inspirations. Your ideas and thoughts will be very welcome and I know all committee members would love to hear from you.
PS:  Check out my website (� HYPERLINK http://www.acbishop.com ��www.acbishop.com�) for reviews and reports on accommodation, eateries, and sites from our various travels.  A few previous journeys already detailed there with a few more to be added; I hope to get our Asian Adventure documented before the end of the year. 
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