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Australian Wooden Boat Festival – February 12 – 14th
 Thanks to the efforts and imagination of Andy Gamlin during his fellowship trip in 2003 we have 3 boats from the Viking Ship Museum in Roskilde, Denmark in Hobart, their only Australian venue. Andy made a second visit during 2004 to make this all possible as their special replicas are too wide to fit inside a container. With the help of Soren Nielsen, the Head Boatbuilder, smaller boats were identified that could fit.  The result is three boats.
The largest is 10m long and is a replica of the Gokstad boat; the original on display in the Oslo Viking Ship Museum. In fact there were 4 boats in the Gokstad burial mound and ours is the 2nd largest and considered one of the most elegant of all Viking Ships. The original was built in about 950; discovered in 1880 and this boat built only a few years ago at the Museum. This boat is very valuable and is privately owned and kindly loaned for this voyage to the south seas.  It features a wool sail.  This boat will be rowed and sailed before, during and after the Australian Wooden Boat Festival (12-14 February 2005).
Even more valuable is another replica of a boat originally built in 1130 in the Roskilde Fjord (Denmark) and thought to have been used as a farm support vessel.  It is also rowed and sailed and features classic Viking lines and boat building techniques. Both boats are built in oak and finished with pine tar made in Finland. This boat will go on display in the Grand Chancellor Hotel after the Festival.
The third boat is a typical Faeroese boat, say representing around 1900. Following the Viking settlement of these islands the development of boat 'design' and construction can be easily seen in the difference this boat has with the others.  Although a small example, its shape is typical Faeroese.  While still built clinker style and being 'double ended' it differs considerably in shape, freeboard and underwater profile. Practical considerations have played a heavy role in this development, such as the Faeroes have no forests and have relied on fishing to support human life of centuries.
The 5 crew/boatbuilders arrive from Denmark in early February to prepare, row and sail the boats. They will also demonstrate Viking age rope making and oak shaping with axes.
The container will depart Hobart for Denmark on 25 February.  It will not go to any other State, so we are fortunate to have them here in Tasmania, even for the short period in February.
A poster of this project has been printed and many have been distributed around Australia, and Tasmania, to promote the visit.  They will also be available for sale at the Festival to help raise funds for a restoration project of the "Terra Linna" in Hobart.
Says Andy, “This is an opportunity to thank the Trust and I hope that Fellows will take time out to see these magnificent vessels for themselves.”

