	The Gathering

Report by Fellow Pat Corby

What a wonderful weekend that was!
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Registrations included representation from all states and territories. Roger Mc Neice, as Chief Gathering Organiser was kept busy in the weeks beforehand orchestrating the wide range of matters to be handed by an enthusiastic and involved committee.

The Display appeared to be a success and much interest was shown by the 973 people who visited overall.  We have even had phone calls from some who missed out and wanted to know when or where it would be staged next!!  
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At Tahune we enjoyed a splendid BBQ lunch with the great addition of smoked salmon provided by fellow Pheroze Jungalwalla. This was followed by a chat about the Tahune Airwalk from fellow Neil Wade before we all explored this amazing structure ourselves. The return trip included afternoon tea at Peppermint Bay, the latest success from fellow Simon Currant. 

Monday’s farewell morning tea at St George’s Battery Point and catered for by the Narryna Ladies Committee came all too soon – a wonderful weekend of fun, fellowship and good food – just as Roger in his first stages of inspiring Tasmanians to host the Gathering, had promised.

Saturday morning at Salamanca was followed by an afternoon visit to Richmond hosted there by fellow Gradon Johnstone and his wife Margaret before a short wine tasting and afternoon tea at Meadowbank Vineyards.

The dinner at Hadleys was a resounding success with wonderful food and convivial company. The highlight being a welcoming letter from Lady Soames, Churchill’s daughter, arranged by Roger and read to the group by our Tasmanian Association life member, George Brown (copies of this will be available at the dinner in September)

The Sunday trip included a fascinating visit to Huon Mushrooms where fellow Michael Brown showed his growing rooms and told us how his industry operates.

Actually there is some interest from Regional Libraries with Burnie, Launceston, St Helens and Scottsdale wanted to display sections – arrangements are being finalised to enable this.  If you know of other regional areas with facilities, please pass these on to the secretary – some libraries in regional areas just don’t have the space, even for a set of poster boards.

President’s Message
After a most successful and enjoyable June long weekend a number of our Tasmanian Churchill Fellows are to be thanked for their first class efforts in putting together what was truly a magnificent gathering.  

The next National Gathering will be held in and hosted by, Queensland in 2006, start planning to be there!




